
Vestavia Hills  

City Council Agenda 

May 11 , 2015 

5:00 PM 

 

1. Call to Order  

2. Roll Call 

3. Invocation – Dr. Steve Taylor, Player Assistance Program of the National Basketball 

Association (NBA) 

4. Pledge Of Allegiance   

5. Announcements and Guest Recognition 

6. City Manager’s Report 

7. Councilors’ Reports  

8. Approval of Minutes – April 27, 2014 (Regular Meeting)  

Old Business  

9. Resolution Number 4710 – A Resolution Authorizing The Mayor And City Manager To 

Execute And Deliver An Agreement For Financial Advisory Services For The City Of 

Vestavia Hills, Alabama  (public hearing) 

10. Resolution Number 4711 – Annexation – 90-Day – 2501 Dolly Ridge Road; Lots 31 and 

the West 50’ of Lot 29, Rocky Ridge Estates; David Acton Building Corporation; Jordan 

Huffstetler, Representing  (public hearing) 

11. Resolution Number 4712 – Annexation – 90-Day – 4711 Caldwell Mill Road; Virginia 

Acton, Owner; Jordan Huffstetler, David Acton Building Corporation; Representing  

(public hearing) 

12. Ordinance Number 2567 – An Ordinance Of The City Of Vestavia Hills To Establish A 

Procedure For The Abatement Of Grass And Weeds And For The Prosecution Of Grass 

And Weeds Violations (public hearing)   

New Business  

New Business (Requesting Unanimous Consent) 

First Reading (No Action Taken At This Meeting) 
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13. Resolution Number 4713 – Annexation – 90-Day – 74 +/- Acres Adjacent To The 

Cahaba River; Freshwater Land Trust, Owners 

14. Resolution Number 4714 – A Resolution Authorizing The Mayor To Execute And 

Deliver An Employment Contract For The City Manager 

15. Ordinance Number 2495-A – An Ordinance Granting A 1-Year Extension For 

Conditional Use Approval For Construction Of A 120’ Stealth Monopole (Monopine) On 

The Property Located At 2062 Columbiana Road 

16. Ordinance Number 2568 - An Ordinance Granting Conditional Use For A Home 

Occupation At 7024 Lake Run Drive; David And Sandra Redden, Owners 

17. Ordinance Number 2569 – An Ordinance Granting A Conditional Use For A Home 

Occupation At 917 Vestlake Hollow Circle; Regan Goldberg, Owner 

18. Citizens Comments  

19. Motion For Adjournment 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES 

 

APRIL 27, 2015 
 

 The City Council of Vestavia Hills met in regular session on this date at 5:00 PM.  

The Mayor called the meeting to order and the City Clerk called the roll with the 

following: 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Mayor Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr. 

Steve Ammons, Mayor Pro-Tem 

George Pierce  

      John Henley 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Jim Sharp  

 

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Patrick H. Boone, City Attorney 

      Jeff Downes, City Manager 

      Rebecca Leavings, City Clerk 

      Melvin Turner, Finance Director 

      George Sawaya, Deputy Treasurer 

      Danny Rary, Police Chief 

      Tim Holcomb, Asst. Police Chief 

      Jim St. John, Fire Chief 

      Greg Gilchrist, Fire Marshal 

      Christopher Brady, City Engineer 

 

 Invocation was given by Kelly Garner, Vestavia Hills Resident, followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, GUEST RECOGNITION, CANDIDATES 

 

 Mr. Pierce welcomed Michael Giardina and Andrew Burke, representing the 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 Mr. Henley welcomed School Superintendent Sheila Phillips and Board members 

Kym Prewitt and Nancy Corona. 

 Mr. Ammons welcomed Park Foundation member Jordy Henson.   
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PRESENTATION 

 

 Joan Wright, Executive Director of Child Care Resources thanked the Mayor and 

Council for continued support and indicated that they have served more than 30 families 

located in Vestavia Hills. 

 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

 Mr. Downes announced that there is an online survey designated to determine the 

future recreational needs of the City.  He stated that the survey will be up and 

running in a day or so until mid-May and attempts will be made to obtain 

feedback from everyone interested. 

 Mr. Downes gave an update on ALDOT-funded projects including the multi-

jurisdictional paving of Rocky Ridge Road which is scheduled to bid in late May 

or early June and the ATRIP project on Tyler, Columbiana and Overton Roads 

which has no firm bid date, but is progressing. 

 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

 The Mayor presented a Proclamation designating May 3-9, 2015 as “Municipal 

Clerks Week.”  The Mayor read the Proclamation and presented it to City Clerk Rebecca 

Leavings in recognition of her service to the City. 

 

 

COUNCILOR REPORTS 

 

 Mr. Ammons thanked the Sunrise Rotary for hosting the annual shrimp boil 

honoring the City’s first responders.  He stated that the event was a huge success. 

 The Mayor stated that the 2
nd

 Annual Arts in the Hills hosted about 45 artists this 

past weekend was a very inspiring event. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

 Melvin Turner III, Finance Director, presented the financial reports for the month 

ending March, 2015.  He read and explained the balances.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 The minutes of Approval of Minutes of April 13, 2014 (Regular Meeting) were 

presented for approval.   
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MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of April 13, 2014 

(Regular Meeting) and approve them as presented was by Mr. Pierce and 

second by Mr. Ammons.  Roll call vote as follows: 

   Mr. Pierce – yes  Mr. Henley – yes 

   Mr. Ammons – yes  Mayor Zaragoza – yes  

        motion carried. 

 

 The minutes of Approval of Minutes of April 16, 2015 (Work Session) were 

presented for approval.   

 

MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of April 16, 2015 

(Work Session) and approve them as presented was by Mr. Henley and 

second by Mr. Pierce.  Roll call vote as follows: 

   Mr. Pierce – yes  Mr. Henley – yes 

   Mr. Ammons – abstained Mayor Zaragoza – yes  

        motion carried. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 4699 

 

Resolution Number 4699 – Annexation – 90-Day – 2437 Rocky Ridge Road; Lot 1, 

Buckhead, 1
st
 Sector; Michael and Caroline Allen, owners  (public 

hearing) 

 

MOTION Motion to approve Resolution Number 4699 was by Mr. Pierce and 

second was by Mr. Henley. 

 

 Mr. Pierce gave the report from the Annexation Committee which noted no 

adverse information. 

 

 Mr. and Ms. Michael Allen were present in regard to this request.. 

 

 The Mayor opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one to address 

the Council concerning this request, the Mayor closed the floor and asked for the 

question. 

 

Roll call vote as follows: 

   Mr. Pierce – yes  Mr. Henley – yes 

   Mr. Ammons – yes  Mayor Zaragoza – yes  

        motion carried. 
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2562 

 

Ordinance Number 2562 – Annexation – Overnight – 2437 Rocky Ridge Road; Lot 

1, Buckhead, 1
st
 Sector; Michael and Caroline Allen, owners  (public 

hearing) 

 

MOTION Motion to approve Ordinance Number 2562 was by Mr. Pierce and second 

was by Mr. Ammons. 

 

 The Mayor stated that this is the overnight annexation of the same property. 

 

 The Mayor opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one to address 

the Council concerning this request, the Mayor closed the floor and asked for the 

question. 

 

Roll call vote as follows: 

   Mr. Pierce – yes  Mr. Henley – yes 

   Mr. Ammons – yes  Mayor Zaragoza – yes  

        motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 4700 

 

Resolution Number 4700 – Annexation – 90-Day – 3609 Settlers Lane, Part of Estate 

#6, JP Westbrook Estates; Joseph D. West, Owner  (public hearing) 

 

MOTION Motion to approve Resolution Number 4700 was by Mr. Pierce and 

second was by Mr. Henley. 

 

 Mr. Pierce gave the report from the Annexation Committee which noted no 

adverse information. 

 

 Mr. and Ms. Joseph West were present in regard to this request. 

 

 Mr. Ammons asked about the condition of the street.  Mr. Brady explained. 

 

 The Mayor opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one to address 

the Council concerning this request, the Mayor closed the floor and asked for the 

question. 

 

Roll call vote as follows: 

   Mr. Pierce – yes  Mr. Henley – yes 

   Mr. Ammons – yes  Mayor Zaragoza – yes  

        motion carried. 
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2563 

 

Ordinance Number 2563 – Annexation – Overnight – 3609 Settlers Lane, Part of 

Estate #6, JP Westbrook Estates; Joseph D. West, Owner  (public 

hearing) 

 

MOTION Motion to approve Ordinance Number 2563 was by Mr. Pierce and second 

was by Mr. Henley. 

 

 The Mayor stated that this is the overnight annexation of the same property. 

 

 The Mayor opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one to address 

the Council concerning this request, the Mayor closed the floor and asked for the 

question. 

 

Roll call vote as follows: 

   Mr. Pierce – yes  Mr. Henley – yes 

   Mr. Ammons – yes  Mayor Zaragoza – yes  

        motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 4701 

 

Resolution Number 4701 – Annexation – 90-Day – 2330 Jacobs Road; Anna Steele 

Properties, LLC, Owner  (public hearing) 

 

MOTION Motion to approve Resolution Number 4701 was by Mr. Pierce and 

second was by Mr. Ammons. 

 

 Mr. Pierce gave the report from the Annexation Committee which noted no 

adverse information.  He stated that this begins an annexation which will be considered in 

90 days along with a request to rezone this and some adjacent property for development 

of a 30-lot subdivision to be accessed from Jacobs Road. 

 

 Ms. Leavings stated that the annexation is contingent upon successful rezoning; 

therefore, at the end of the 90-day period, if the rezoning fails, the annexation will not be 

considered. 

 

 Jordy Henson was present in regard to this request.   

 

 Mr. Ammons asked about the condition of the street.  Mr. Brady explained. 

 

 The Mayor opened the floor for a public hearing.   

 

 David Wheeler, 2532 Crossgate Place, stated that he was curious about the 

annexation/rezoning process. 
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 Ms. Leavings explained. 

 

 Mr. Henson stated that he expects Harrison Doyle to be the homebuilder of the 

project, should it be approved. 

 

 There being no one else to address the Council concerning this request, the Mayor 

closed the floor and asked for the question. 

 

Roll call vote as follows: 

   Mr. Pierce – yes  Mr. Henley – yes 

   Mr. Ammons – yes  Mayor Zaragoza – yes  

        motion carried. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2564 

 

Ordinance Number 2564 - Conditional Use Approval For A Home Occupation For 

Interior Design At The Residence Located At 798 Provence Drive, Lot 

1011, Provence – Phase II; Michele Hoytink, Owner   (public hearing) 

 

MOTION Motion to approve Ordinance Number 2564 was by Mr. Ammons and 

second was by Mr. Henley. 

 

 Mr. Downes explained that this request is for a home occupation in Liberty Park.  

He stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval with several 

stipulations that are listed in the Ordinance. 

 

 Michele Hoytink was present in regard to the request. 

 

 The Mayor opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one to address 

the Council concerning this request, the Mayor closed the floor and asked for the 

question. 

 

Roll call vote as follows: 

   Mr. Pierce – yes  Mr. Henley – yes 

   Mr. Ammons – yes  Mayor Zaragoza – yes  

        motion carried. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2480-A 

 

Ordinance Number 2480-A – An Ordinance Amending Ordinance Number 2480 To 

Grant A 1-Year Extension Of A Home Occupation  (public hearing) 
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2567 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS TO 

ESTABLISH A PROCEDURE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF 

GRASS AND WEEDS AND FOR THE PROSECUTION OF 

GRASS AND WEEDS VIOLATIONS. 

 

WHEREAS, Alabama Act Number 2010-562 allows Class 7 Municipalities, such as the 

City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama (“the City”) to adopt their own procedures for abating grass and 

weeds nuisances; 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to establish procedures relating to the 

abatement of grass and weeds within the City and to establish procedures relating to the 

prosecution of grass and weeds violations within the City; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

VESTAVIA HILLS AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Definitions: 

(a) Misdemeanor.  It shall be the duty of every occupant of or 

person in possession of or in charge or control of the lower or 

ground floor or story of any house, building or structure, whether 

the same be used for dwelling or other purpose, and of every 

owner or agent or person in charge or control of any vacant lot 

abutting, situated on or facing any sidewalk that has been provided 

with curbing or that has been paved, macadamized or otherwise 

improved, to keep such sidewalk so bordering such premises and 

one-half of the street both in front and on the side thereof, free 

from grass, weeds or other voluntary or spontaneous growth of like 

nature, and any owner or agent, occupant or person in possession 

of or in charge or control of any of the premises described in this 

Section who shall permit such grass, weeds or other voluntary or 

spontaneous growth to obtain a height of over twelve (12) inches 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

(b) Weed Defined.  For purposes of this Article, a weed is 

defined as a plant of no value, undesirable and usually of rank 
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growth; grass, shrubs, underbrush, and other vegetable growth 

higher than twelve (12) inches. 

 

(c) Agricultural Zoning Exception.  The provisions of 

Ordinance Number 2567 of the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, 

shall not apply to any property that has been zoned agricultural 

property. 

 

(d) Use of UNTCC Authorized.  A law-enforcement officer 

may, in his or her sole discretion, choose to cite and release a 

defendant charged pursuant to this Article by utilizing the Uniform 

Nontraffic Citation and Complaint (“UNTCC”) as the charging 

instrument.  However, any defendant charged pursuant to this 

Article must appear in court to answer the charged offense and 

may not plead guilty before a magistrate. 

 

Section 2. Applicability and Intent: 

An abundance of overgrown grass or weeds within the corporate 

limits of the City that is injurious to the general public health, 

safety, and general welfare by providing breeding grounds and 

shelter for rats, mice, snakes, mosquitoes, and other vermin, 

insects, and pests; or attaining heights and dryness that constitute a 

serious fire threat or hazard; or bearing wingy or downy seeds, 

when mature, that cause the spread of weeds and, when breathed, 

irritation to the throat, lungs, and eyes of the public; or hiding 

debris, such as broken glass or metal, that could inflict injury on a 

person going upon the property; or being unsightly; or a growth of 

grass or weeds, other than ornamental plant growth, that exceeds 

12 inches in height, may be declared to be a public nuisance by the 

City Council and abated as provided this Ordinance Number 2567, 

City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama.  The term “corporate limits of the 

City” as defined in this Article does not include the police 

jurisdiction of the City. 

 

Section 3. Weeds and Other Vegetation—Abatement”: 

(a) First Demand.  Whenever there is a growth of weeds to a height of 

over twelve inches or otherwise constituting a nuisance pursuant to 

Sections 2 of this Ordinance Number 2567, the City Compliance Officer, 

the City Clerk, the Mayor, or any police officer of the City may serve 

notice upon the owner, occupant, and/or agent of owner or occupant of 

any improved lot or the owner and/or agent of the owner of any vacant lot 
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where the nuisance is located demanding that the growth be cut within 

forty-eight (48) hours. 

 

(b) Setting of Public Hearing.  If any such person or entity fails or 

refuses to cut such vegetation within such time as provided in Subsection 

(a), then the City Compliance Officer, the City Clerk, the Mayor, or any 

police officer of the City may set the matter for a public hearing to 

determine whether the nuisance should be abated.  Said persons may set 

the matter for a public hearing by requesting that the Mayor or City Clerk 

add the matter to the applicable meeting agenda of the City Council.  

Alternatively, whether or not the first demand provided for by Subsection 

(a) has been made, whenever there is a growth of weeds to a height of over 

twelve inches or otherwise constituting a nuisance pursuant to Section 2 of 

this Ordinance Number 2567, the City Clerk may, by resolution, set a 

public hearing to determine whether the nuisance should be abated.  In 

either case, such public hearing shall be set for the next meeting of the 

City Council that is at least ten calendar days from the date that notice is 

served upon the owner, occupant, and/or agent of owner or occupant of 

any improved lot or the owner and/or agent of the owner of any vacant lot 

where the nuisance is located or at any meeting thereafter.  Although 

notice of a public hearing need not adhere to any particular form, it should 

inform the person or entity served of the time, date, and place of the 

hearing and the reason for the hearing. 

 

(c) Service.  Service under this Section shall be made by delivering a 

copy to the owner, occupant, and/or agent of owner or occupant of any 

improved lot or the owner and/or agent of the owner of any vacant lot 

where the nuisance is located or by mailing it to the owner, occupant, 

and/or agent of owner or occupant of any improved lot or the owner 

and/or agent of the owner of any vacant lot where the nuisance is located 

at said person or entity’s last known address.  Delivery of a copy under 

this Section means: handing it to the owner, occupant, and/or agent of 

owner or occupant of any improved lot or the owner and/or agent of the 

owner of any vacant lot where the nuisance is located; or leaving it at said 

person or entity’s office with a clerk or other person in charge thereof; or, 

if there is no one in charge, leaving it in a conspicuous place therein; or 

leaving it at the person's dwelling house or usual place of abode with some 

person of suitable age and discretion then residing therein; or by leaving it 

in a conspicuous place at the lot or parcel (whether improved or not) 

where the nuisance is located.  Service by mail is complete upon mailing.  

For purposes of this Article, the person making service may (but is not 

required to) rely upon any information appearing on record in the office of 

the Jefferson County Tax Assessor to establish the identity of an owner of 
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property or to establish a person or entity’s last known address, which if 

utilized shall be deemed conclusive and sufficient proof of the same. 

 

(d) Optional Notice.  The City Compliance Officer, the City Clerk, the 

Mayor, and/or any police officer of the City is authorized within his sole 

discretion, but not required, to utilize any additional means of providing 

notice deemed appropriate.  Specifically, said persons are authorized to, 

but not limited to, provide this additional, optional notice by placement of 

notice in a public place or places located within the City, by publishing 

notice in a newspaper of general circulation published in the City as often 

and for as long as deemed appropriate, or by the placement of a sign or 

signs upon the offending property.  The additional, optional notice 

provided for in this Subsection may be provided in whatever form the 

person giving notice deems appropriate in his sole discretion.  Any person, 

other than a City officer, agent, or employee, who removes a sign or notice 

placed pursuant to this Subsection prior to the time that the offending 

growth is cut or abated in its entirety shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

(e) Public Hearing.  At the time stated in the notice for the public 

hearing, the City Council shall hear and consider all evidence, objections, 

and protests regarding the proposed removal of weeds.  The City Council 

(either by vote of simple majority of those present or through the direction 

of the Mayor as chair of the meeting) may continue the hearing from time 

to time. 

 

(f) Resolution to Abate.  After public hearing, if it is found that there 

is a growth of weeds to a height of over twelve inches or otherwise 

constituting a nuisance pursuant to Section 2 of this Ordinance Number 

2567, the City Council may, by resolution, declare the weeds to be a 

public nuisance and order its abatement.  The resolution shall refer to the 

street by the name under which it is commonly known or describe the 

property upon which or in front of which the nuisance exists by giving a 

legal description of the property and no other description of the property 

shall be required.  Any number of streets, sidewalks, or parcels of private 

property may be included in one resolution.  The City Council, by passage 

of the resolution, shall be deemed to have acquired jurisdiction to proceed 

and either to perform or have performed the work of removal or abatement 

with respect to the property or part thereof.  The decision of the City 

Council on the matter shall be deemed final and conclusive. 

 

(g) Abatement of Nuisance.  After the City Council passes the 

resolution finding the conditions of the property to be a nuisance and 

ordering its abatement, all officers, employees, and agents of the City may 

enter upon the private property to abate the nuisance.  Alternatively, the 
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City Council may authorize private contractors, companies, enterprises, or 

individuals to abate and remove the nuisance.  The City Council (by 

resolution), the Mayor, and/or any other agent, officer, or employee of the 

City so authorized by the Mayor shall designate the contractors, 

companies, enterprises, or individuals who may perform the work.  Those 

persons so designated may enter upon private property for purposes of 

abating or removing the nuisance.  For purposes of this Article, 

compliance with the competitive bid law is not required. 

 

(h) City Compliance Officer.  For purposes of this Article, this City 

Compliance Officer shall be the City Police Officer and/or any other 

agent, officer, or employee of the City so authorized by the Mayor. 

 

Section 4. Weeds and other vegetation—Reporting, Assessment, and Collection 

of Costs of Abatement: 

(a) Reporting of Costs.  The City adopts Section 11-67-65 of 

the Code of Alabama (1975) as that section may be amended or 

renumbered over time as its procedures for the reporting of costs of 

abating or removing a nuisance.  However, this Subsection (a) is 

merely directory, and failure to comply with this provision shall 

not render any weed lien void or otherwise invalidate an action or 

omission of a City officer, agent, or employee when he is 

exercising his discretion. 

 

(b) Weed Lien: Generally.  After the abatement of any 

overgrown grass or weeds pursuant to the procedures provided in 

Section 2 of this Ordinance Number 2567, the costs of abatement 

shall be assessed and collected as a weed lien in the same manner 

as provided in Section 11-67-66 of the Code of Alabama (1975).   

 

(c) Weed Lien: State Land.  The City may assess the costs 

authorized against any lot or lots or parcel or parcels of land 

purchased by the State of Alabama or any purchaser at any sale for 

the nonpayment of taxes and where an assessment is made against 

a lot or lots or parcel or parcels of land, a subsequent redemption 

thereof by a person authorized to redeem or sale thereof by the 

State, shall not operate to discharge, or in any manner affect the 

lien of the City for the assessment, but a person redeeming the 

property or purchaser at a sale by the State of any lot or lots or 

parcel or parcels of land upon which an assessment has been 

levied, whether prior to or subsequent to a sale to the State or 
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purchaser for the nonpayment of taxes, shall take the same subject 

to the assessment. 

 

(d) Cumulative Effect.  This Article is cumulative in nature and 

in addition to any and all power and authority that the City may 

have under any other law. 

 

Section 5. That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption as provided 

by law; 

Section 6. That the provisions of this Ordinance shall be included in and incorporated 

in the Code of Ordinances of the City of Vestavia Hills as an addition or amendment thereto, and 

shall be appropriately renumbered to conform to the uniform numbering system of the Code; and 

Section 7. That the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this 

Ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause sentence, paragraph or section of this 

Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, then such 

ruling shall not affect any other paragraph and sections, since the same would have been enacted 

by the City Council without the incorporation of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, 

sentence, paragraph or section. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the 11
th

 day of May, 2015.  

 

 

 

 

      Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr. 

      Mayor 

ATTESTED BY: 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Leavings 

City Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION OF CITY CLERK 

 

STATE OF ALABAMA ) 

JEFFERSON COUNTY ) 

 

 I, Rebecca Leavings, City Clerk of the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, do hereby certify 

that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance duly adopted by the City 

Council of the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, on the 11
th

 day of May, 2015. 

 

 The above and foregoing ordinance was published on the __________ day of 

________________, 2015, by posting copies thereof in three public places within the City of 

Vestavia Hills, one of which was the post office or the Mayor’s office in the City of Vestavia 

Hills. 

 

 Witness my hand and seal of office this _____ day of _____________, 2015. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

Rebecca Leavings, City Clerk 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  James Coleman, Compliance Officer 
  Dan Rary, Police Chief 
  Rebecca Leavings, City Clerk 
 
FROM: Jeff Downes, City Manager 
 
DATE: April 16, 2015 
 
RE:  City of Vestavia Hills Grass and Weed Fee Structure  
 
 

The Minimum Fees if Grass/Weeds are Removed by Property Owner will total a $200 
administrative fee if the property owner remediates the property himself.  If the City remediates 
the property, then in such event the total cost will be the cost of remediation by the City or 
Contractor plus an additional $200 administrative fee. 
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 4713 

 
 A RESOLUTION PROPOSING THE ANNEXATION 

OF CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE CORPORATE 
LIMITS OF THE CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS, 
ALABAMA. 

 
 WHEREAS, there has been a petition filed with the City Clerk of the City of 

Vestavia Hills, Alabama, and herein presented to the City Council of the City of Vestavia 

Hills, Alabama, dated January 14, 2015, wherein all owners of certain property 

contiguous to the City Limits of the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, ask that their 

property be annexed to the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama; and 

 WHEREAS, said Petition has been presented to the City Council of the City of 

Vestavia Hills, Alabama, on the 28th day of May, 2015; and 

 WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the City of Vestavia Hills, 

Alabama, and to the citizens thereof to consider annexation of said territory and bringing 

it within the corporate limits of this Municipality; and 

 WHEREAS, said petitioners must comply with Act #604, 1970 Alabama 

Legislature regarding Fire Districts (property owners are to be responsible for fire dues if 

they are within another Fire District at the time of the annexation petition). 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Vestavia Hills, Alabama, as follows: 

 1.  That the said Petition shall be published one (1) time in The Birmingham 

News, a newspaper of general circulation in Vestavia Hills, Jefferson County, Alabama, 

on the 3rd day of June, 2015. 

 2.  That on the 14th day of September, 2015, in the Vestavia Hills Municipal 

Center, a public hearing will be held to determine the truths of the matter set forth in said 

petition and to consider any protests or objections filed in writing with the City Clerk 

prior to such hearing, to determine whether it is in the public interest or not that said 

property be annexed to the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, and to consider adoption of 

an Ordinance annexing the territory described in said petition to this Municipality. 

 3.  That this Resolution shall become known and referred to as Resolution 

Number 4713 by the City Council of the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, and as 
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annexation of the following described property by the City Council of the City of 

Vestavia Hills, Alabama: 

74 +/- acres adjacent to Cahaba River 
Freshwater Land Trust, Owner(s) 

 
More Particularly Described As Parcels 1 through 7 as described in 
Exhibit B attached to and incorporated into this Resolution Number 4713 
as though written fully therein. 

 
 APPROVED and ADOPTED this the 28th day of May, 2015. 

 
 
 
 
      Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr. 
      Mayor 
ATTESTED BY: 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca Leavings 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 4714 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND 

DELIVER EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS FOR THE CITY MANAGER 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

VESTAVIA HILLS, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and deliver a First Amendment to 

Employment Contract and a Second Addendum to Employment Contract for Jeffrey D. 

Downes as City Manager; and 

2. Copies of said contracts are attached to this Resolution Number 4714 marked as “Exhibit 

A” and is incorporated by reference as though written fully therein; and 

3. This Resolution Number 4714 shall become effective immediately upon adoption and 

approval. 

DONE, ORDERED, ADOPTED and APPROVED this the 28
th

 day of May, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

      Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr. 

      Mayor 

ATTESTED BY: 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Leavings 

City Clerk 
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STATE OF ALABAMA

JEFFERSON COUNTY

FIRST ADDENDUM TO

EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT FOR CITY MANAGER

WITNESSETH THIS FIRST ADDENDUM TO EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT

FOR CITY MANAGER, made and entered into on this the day of May, 2015, by and

between the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, as employer, ("City") and Jeffrey D. Downes, as

employee, ("City Manager").

WITNESSETH THESE RECITALS:

WHEREAS, on May 31, 2013, the City, as employer, and City Manager, as employee,

entered into a written Employment Contract ("contract"); and

WHEREAS, the written Employment Contract provides, among other things, as follows:

"II. TERM OF CONTRACT

The City has and does hereby employ said Jeffrey D.
Downes as City Manager for the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama
pursuant to Alabama Act Number 2010-544 for a period of two (2)
years beginning July 15, 2013 and ending July 15, 2015 to perform
the duties set forth in Section XI-B ofthis Employment Contract.

III. ANNUAL SALARY

The City Manager agrees to faithfully perform the duties of
City Manager as set forth in Section XI of this contract. The
annual salary of the City Manager for and during the terms
described in Section II, A and B above, shall be One Hundred Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($150,000) and shall be paid in twelve (12)
equal, monthly installments of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars ($12,500) at the times and in accordance with payroll
procedures of the City."; and

WHEREAS, on September 9, 2013, the City Council approved and adopted Resolution

Number 4497 approving a two percent (2%) increase in wages and salaries for all employees

beginning October 1, 2013 (sometimes referred to as "COLA"), which increased the annual

salary of the City Manager from $150,000.00 per year to $153,000.00 per year payable at the rate

of $12,750.00 per month rather than $12,500.00 per month; and
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WHEREAS, on August 25, 2014, the City Council approved and adopted Resolution

Number 4634 approving a two percent (2%) increase in wages and salaries for all employees

beginning October 1, 2014, which increased the annual salary of the City Manager from

$153,000.00 per year to $156,060.00 per year payable in twelve (12) equal installments of

Thirteen Thousand Five Dollars ($13,005.00) per month; and

WHEREAS, the City and City Manager now wish to amend the Employment Contract

for the City Manager, dated May 31, 2013, in order to change the term of the contract by

extending the contract term for two months so that the said contract shall terminate on September

30,2015; and

WHEREAS, the City and City Manager wish to further amend the Employment Contract

of the City Manager, dated May 31, 2013, in order to add language to Section III so as to clarify

that the City Manager is in fact an employee of the City and will receive increases in

compensation when the City Council approves and adopts increases in pay for all employees; and

WHEREAS, the City and City Manager have agreed that it is in the best interest of the

parties that the agreement be reduced to writing.

NOW, THEREFORE, KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That the City

and City Manager expressly and mutually covenant and agree as follows:

1. That Section II of the Employment Contract, dated May 31, 2013, be amended so

that said Section II shall extend the term ofthe contract for a period oftwo (2) months so that the

said contract shall terminate on September 30, 2015. Section II of the Employment Contract, as

amended, shall read as follows:

"II. TERM OF CONTRACT

The City has and does hereby employ said Jeffrey D.
Downes as City Manager for the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama
pursuant to Alabama Act Number 2010-544 for a period of two (2)
years beginning July 15, 2013 and ending September 30, 2015 to
perform the duties set forth in Section XI-B of this Employment
Contract."

In addition, the purpose of this amendment, other than to increase the initial term of the

contract by two (2) months, is to provide that any extension thereof shall begin on October 1st,

which is the beginning date of the fiscal year for municipalities in the State ofAlabama.
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2. That Section III of the Employment Contract, dated May 31, 2013, be amended so

that as amended, said Section III clarifies that the City Manager is in fact an employee of the City

and will receive increases in compensation when the City Council approves and authorizes

increases in pay for all employees.

Section III-A shall be added to the contract and shall read in words and figures as follows:

"A. The City Manager is in fact an employee of the City
and shall receive increases in compensation when the City Council
approves and authorizes increases in wages and salaries for all
employees."

3. That the City and City Manager further agree that all other aspects, terms,

provisions and conditions of the original Employment Contract, dated May 31, 2013, are hereby

ratified, approved and confirmed by the parties so that the same shall remain in full force and

effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama has caused this First

Addendum to Employment Contract of City Manager to be executed by its duly authorized

officers and its seal to be hereunder affixed; and Jeffrey D. Downes has hereunto set his hand and

seal, all being done in duplicate originals with one (1) original being delivered to each party on

this the day of May, 2015.

CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS, ALABAMA

By_
Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr.
Its Mayor

ATTESTED:

By_

Jeffrey D. Downes
WITNESSED:

By_
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STATE OF ALABAMA

JEFFERSON COUNTY

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public, in and for said County, in said State, hereby
certify that Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr., whose name as Mayor of the City of Vestavia Hills,
Alabama is signed to the foregoing First Addendum to Employment Contract for City Manager,
and who is known to me, acknowledged before me on this day that being informed of the
contents of the agreement, he in his capacity as such and with full authority, executed the same
voluntarily for and as the act of said City ofVestavia Hills, Alabama on the day the same bears
date.

Given under my hand and official seal, this the day of May, 2015.

Notary Public
My Commission Expires:

SEAL

STATE OF ALABAMA

JEFFERSON COUNTY

GENERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public, in and for said County, in said State, hereby
certify that Jeffrey D. Downes, whose name is signed to the foregoing First Addendum to
Employment Contract for City Manager and who is known to me, acknowledged before me on
this day that being informed of the contents of the agreement, he executed the same voluntarily
on the day the same bears date.

Given under my hand and official seal, this the day ofMay, 2015.

Notary Public
My Commission Expires:

SEAL
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STATE OF ALABAMA

JEFFERSON COUNTY

SECOND ADDENDUM TO

EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT FOR CITY MANAGER

WITNESSETH THIS SECOND ADDENDUM TO EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT

FOR CITY MANAGER, made and entered into on this the day of May, 2015, by and

between the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, as employer, ("City") and Jeffrey D. Downes, as

employee, ("City Manager").

WITNESSETH THESE RECITALS:

WHEREAS, on May 31, 2013, the City, as employer, and City Manager, as employee,

entered into a written Employment Contract ("contract"); and

WHEREAS, on May , 2015, the City and City Manager executed and delivered

First Addendum to Employment Contract for City Manager to extend the initial term of the

contract to September 30, 2015 and to make perfectly clear that the City Manager is an employee

of the City and entitled to receive increases in compensation when the City Council approves and

authorizes wage and salary increases (COLAs) for all employees; and

WHEREAS, the City and City Manager now wish to amend the Employment Contract

for the City Manager, dated May 31, 2013, as amended by the First Addendum, in order to

change the term of the contract by extending the contract term for a period of three (3) years

beginning October 1,2015 and ending September 30,2018; and

WHEREAS, the City and City Manager have agreed that it is in the best interest of the

parties that the agreement be reduced to writing.

NOW, THEREFORE, KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS. That the City

and City Manager expressly and mutually covenant and agree as follows:

1. That Section II of the Employment Contract, dated May 31, 2013, be amended so

that said Section II shall extend the term of the contract for a period of three (3) years beginning

October 1,2015 and ending September 30,2018.
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2. That the City and City Manager further agree that all other aspects, terms,

provisions and conditions of the original Employment Contract, dated May 31, 2013, as amended

by the First Addendum, dated May , 2015, are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed by

the parties so that the same shall remain in full force and effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama has caused this Second

Addendum to Employment Contract of City Manager to be executed by its duly authorized

officers and its seal to be hereunder affixed; and Jeffrey D. Downes has hereunto set his hand and

seal, all being done in duplicate originals with one (1) original being delivered to each party on

this the day of May, 2015.

CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS, ALABAMA

ATTESTED:

By.

WITNESSED:

By_

By_
Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr.
Its Mayor

Jeffrey D. Downes
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STATE OF ALABAMA

JEFFERSON COUNTY

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public, in and for said County, in said State, hereby
certify that Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr., whose name as Mayor of the City of Vestavia Hills,
Alabama is signed to the foregoing Second Addendum to Employment Contract for City
Manager, and who is known to me, acknowledged before me on this day that being informed of
the contents of the agreement, he in his capacity as such and with full authority, executed the
same voluntarily for and as the act of said City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama on the day the same
bears date.

Given under my hand and official seal, this the day of May, 2015.

Notary Public
My Commission Expires:

SEAL

STATE OF ALABAMA

JEFFERSON COUNTY

GENERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public, in and for said County, in said State, hereby
certify that Jeffrey D. Downes, whose name is signed to the foregoing Second Addendum to
Employment Contract for City Manager and who is known to me, acknowledged before me on
this day that being informed of the contents of the agreement, he executed the same voluntarily
on the day the same bears date.

Given under my hand and official seal, this the day of May, 2015.

Notary Public
My Commission Expires:

SEAL
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PATRICK H. BOONE

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

NEW SOUTH FEDERAL SAVINGS BUILDING. SUITE 705

2 IS RICHARD ARR1NGTON. JR. BOULEVARD NORTH

BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA 35203-3720

TELEPHONE (205) 324-2018

FACSIMILE (205) 324-2295

May 5, 2015

By Hand Delivery

Mayor Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr.
Vestavia Hills Municipal Center
513 Montgomery Highway
Vestavia Hills. Alabama 35216

In Re: First Addendum and Second Addendum to Employment Contract for City Manager

Dear Mayor Zaragoza:

Pursuant to your specific instructions, I have prepared and enclose suggested drafts of First
Addendum and Second Addendum to Employment Contract for City Manager.

It will be appreciated if you will review the documents and advise me of any necessary
additions, deletions, changes and/or corrections.

PHB:gp
Enclosures

Sincerely,

Patrick H. Boone

Vestavia Hills City Attorney
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2495-A 
 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE 

APPROVAL FOR A 120’ STEALTH MONOPOLE (MONOPINE) 

 

 WHEREAS, on February 6, 2014, Davis Properties LLC submitted an 

application for construction and operation of a 120’ stealth monopole (monopine) on the 

property located at 2062 Columbiana Road currently zoned Vestavia Hills B-1; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 7.9 of the Vestavia Hills Zoning Code sets forth 

development criteria for new telecommunications facilities; and 

 WHEREAS, AT&T has shown a need for added coverage in the general area of 

subject property in and along area rights-of-way; and 

 WHEREAS, the Vestavia Hills Planning and Zoning Commission at its regular 

meeting of March 13, 2014 voted unanimously to recommend approval of the request for 

a 120’ stealth monopole (monopine) be approved as requested, with certain stipulations; 

and 

 WHEREAS, on April 28, 2014, the Vestavia Hills City Council adopted and 

approved Ordinance Number 2495 granting a conditional use approval for construction of 

a stealth monopole (monopine); and 

 WHEREAS, a year has expired without substantial construction and a letter dated 

April 23, 2015 from N. Andrew Rotenstreich, Baker Donelson Bearman, Caldwell & 

Berkowitz, PC, representing the owner has requested consideration of a 1-year extension 

of said conditional use, a copy of said letter is attached to this Ordinance Number 2495 

and marked as “Exhibit A”. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 
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1. A 1-year extension of the Conditional Use Approval for Davis Properties, for 

construction and operation of a 120’ stealth monopole (monopine) for the 

property located at 2062 Columbiana Road with the following conditions: 

(1) “Said communications shall be a monopine stealth tower limited to 120’ in 

height with accompanying facilities; said monopine “branches and 

aesthetics” to be kept perpetually in good condition by owner; and 

(2) Any and all fencing surrounding the structure and facilities shall be 

decorative in nature and also kept in good structure and condition by 

owner; and 

(3) The areas surrounding said structure and facilities shall be adequately 

landscaped with both landscaping and proposed fencing to be reviewed 

and approved by the City’s Design Review Board. 

2. At any time should the structure be destroyed or vacated from the premises 

located at 2062 Columbiana Road, Vestavia Hills, Alabama, and not 

reconstructed, refurbished or used for communication purposes for any time 

period in excess of three hundred and sixty five (365) days, said Ordinance 

Number 2495 and said conditional use approval shall be nullified. 

ADOPTED and APPROVED this the 28
th

 day of May, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

      Alberto C. Zaragoza, Jr. 

      Mayor 
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ATTESTED BY: 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Leavings 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 
 

 I, Rebecca Leavings, as Acting City Clerk of the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, 

hereby certify that the above and foregoing copy of 1 (one) Ordinance # 2495-A is a true 

and correct copy of such Ordinance that was duly adopted by the City Council of the City 

of Vestavia Hills on the 28
th

 day of May, 2015 as same appears in the official records of 

said City. 

 

 Posted at Vestavia Hills Municipal Center, Vestavia Hills Library in the Forest, 

New Merkle House and Vestavia Hills Recreational Center this the ______ day of 

______________, 2015. 

 

 

 

      Rebecca Leavings 

      City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2568 
 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE 

APPROVAL FOR A HOME OCCUPATION 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 16, 2000 the City Council of the City of Vestavia Hills, 

Alabama approved and adopted Ordinance Number 1838 creating and establishing a 

P.U.D. (planned unit development) classification; and 

 WHEREAS, on February 19, 2001 the City Council of the City of Vestavia Hills 

adopted and approved Ordinance Number 1864 to rezone 3,350 +/- acres from multiple 

Jefferson County and Vestavia Hills zoning classifications to Vestavia Hills P.U.D.; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 709.5.A.1.b of Ordinance Number 1838 classifies a “home 

occupation” permitted only as a “Conditional Use” and 

 WHEREAS, David and Sandra Redden have submitted application for 

conditional use approval for a home occupation to be operated in their residence located 

at 7024 Lake Run Drive, Vestavia Hills, Alabama located in the Liberty Park P.U.D.; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. and Mrs. Redden have indicated in the application for 

conditional use approval that she will operate her interior design business out of her home 

pursuant to the specifications of a home occupation; and 

 WHEREAS, a copy of said application dated February 3, 2015 is attached and 

hereby incorporated into this Ordinance Number 2568. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Conditional Use Approval is hereby approved for David and Sandra Redden 

for a home occupation as described in the above-referenced application for the 

residence located at 7024 Lake Run Drive, Vestavia Hills, Alabama located in 
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Liberty Park P.U.D. subject to the provisions outlined in Article 9 of the 

Vestavia Hills Zoning Code outlined as follows: 

(1) “Home occupation is defined as any use customarily conducted entirely 

within a dwelling and carried on solely by the inhabitant thereof, and 

which use is clearly incidental, accessory, subordinate and secondary to 

the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes, and does not change the 

character of the dwelling itself or any part of parcel of property in the 

neighborhood surrounding said dwelling. 

(2) Home occupations shall be conducted only in the main dwelling building 

on the lot.  No more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the said dwelling 

may be used for a home occupation. 

(3) There shall be no public display of goods and absolutely no commodities 

sold on the premises. 

(4) No sign may be attached to the dwelling or any part of the real estate 

advertising any home occupation. 

(5) No home occupation or profession shall be permitted if such occupation 

creates noise, odors, vibrations or traffic which interferes with the 

residential qualities of the neighborhood insofar as health, safety, morals, 

convenience and general welfare are concerned. 

(6) In order to be a permitted home occupation or profession, the use must be 

one which is habitually, customarily and commonly established as a 

reasonable incidental, accessory, subordinate and secondary use. 
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(7) Operation of any and all other business of any nature in residential zones 

is expressly prohibited; and 

(8) The activity carried on as home occupation shall be limited to the hours 

between 7:00 AM and 10:00 PM.” 

2. Conditional Use Approval is further conditioned upon and subject to all 

applicable private and restrictive covenants attached to the property located at 

7024 Lake Run Drive, Vestavia Hills, Alabama located in the Liberty Park 

P.U.D. 

3. A City of Vestavia Hills Business License shall be issued upon application 

and payment by Mr. and Mrs. Redden working subject to the rules and 

regulations outlined in the Vestavia Hills Business License Code and shall be 

renewed each year that the home occupation is operated from the location at 

7024 Lake Run Drive, Vestavia Hills, Alabama located in the Liberty Park 

P.U.D. 

4. At any time should David and Sandra Redden vacate the premises located at 

7024 Lake Run Drive, Vestavia Hills, Alabama, discontinue or relocate the 

business, this conditional use approval shall be nullified and said Ordinance 

Number 2568 shall be automatically repealed. 

ADOPTED and APPROVED this the 28
th

 day of May, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

      Alberto C. Zaragoza 

      Mayor 
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ATTESTED BY: 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Leavings 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 
 

 I, Rebecca Leavings, as City Clerk of the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, hereby 

certify that the above and foregoing copy of 1 (one) Ordinance # 2568 is a true and 

correct copy of such Ordinance that was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Vestavia Hills on the 28
th

 day of May, 2015 as same appears in the official records of 

said City. 

 

 Posted at Vestavia Hills Municipal, Vestavia Hills Library in the Forest, Vestavia 

Hills New Merkle House and Vestavia Hills Recreational Center this the ______ day of 

______________, 2015. 

 

 

 

      Rebecca Leavings 

      City Clerk 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

Date:     APRIL 9, 2015 
 

 
• CASE:  P-0315-14 

 
• REQUESTED ACTION:   Conditional Use Approval for a home based business  

 
•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  7024 Lake Run Dr. 
 
• APPLICANT/OWNER:  David and Sandra Redden. 7024 Lake Run Dr., Vestavia 

Hills 
 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant wishes to conduct a home based business 
in Liberty Park. As required by the Liberty Park PUD a conditional use permit is 
required for a home based business. Applicant indicates that only paperwork be done 
at the residence. Liberty Park has submitted four requested conditions: 

 
1. There shall be no customers, client or employee traffic to, at or near the 
residence that is generated, directly or indirectly, by the home occupation; 
2. There shall be no pick-ups or deliveries to the residence that are related, 
directly or indirectly, to the home occupation, including without limitation, pick-
ups and deliveries by overnight courier services and pick-ups and deliveries of 
inventory, samples or other goods and services related, directly or indirectly, to 
the home occupation; 
3. There shall be no signage on the property related, directly or indirectly, to 
the home occupation; and 
4. In all respects, there shall be no means, visual or otherwise, by which a 
casual observer would become aware that the residence is being used for any 
purpose other than strictly residential. 

 
       The property is zoned PR-1. 
 

• LIBERTY PARK MASTER PLAN:  This request is consistent with the procedures 
of the Liberty Park PUD. 

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  I have looked at all of the relevant zoning / 

subdivision requirements related to this proposal, including application, 
notification, setbacks, area of lot development, etc.  Notification has been sent 
to property owners pursuant to Alabama law.  I have reviewed this request and 
find it does meet the minimum requirements of the proposed zoning.    
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City Planner Recommendation:  I recommend the Commission recommend 
approval with the conditions requested by Liberty Park.  
 

2. City Engineer Review:  I have reviewed the application and I have no issues 
with this request. 

 
3. City Fire Marshal Review: I have reviewed the application and I have no 

issues with this request 
 

4. Building Safety Review: I have reviewed the application and I have no issues 
with this request. 

 
P&Z Recommendation: 
 
MOTION  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to recommend approval of Conditional Use Approval 
for a home office at 7024 Lake Run Dr. with the following conditions: 

1. There shall be no customers, client or employee traffic to, at or near the residence that is 
generated, directly or indirectly, by the home occupation; 

2. There shall be no pick-ups or deliveries to the residence that are related, directly or 
indirectly, to the home occupation, including without limitation, pick-ups and deliveries 
by overnight courier services and pick-ups and deliveries of inventory, samples or other 
goods and services related, directly or indirectly, to the home occupation; 

3. There shall be no signage on the property related, directly or indirectly, to the home 
occupation; and 

4. In all respects, there shall be no means, visual or otherwise, by which a casual observer 
would become aware that the residence is being used for any purpose other than strictly 
residential. 

Second was by Mr. Goodwin. Motion was carried on a roll call; vote as follows: 
 

Mr. Brooks – yes          Mr. Wolfe – yes  
 Mr. House – yes   Mr. Burrell – yes 

Mr. Visintainer – yes   Mr. Goodwin – yes   
 Mr. Larson – yes    Motion carried. 
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2569 
 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE 

APPROVAL FOR A HOME OCCUPATION 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 16, 2000 the City Council of the City of Vestavia Hills, 

Alabama approved and adopted Ordinance Number 1838 creating and establishing a 

P.U.D. (planned unit development) classification; and 

 WHEREAS, on February 19, 2001 the City Council of the City of Vestavia Hills 

adopted and approved Ordinance Number 1864 to rezone 3,350 +/- acres from multiple 

Jefferson County and Vestavia Hills zoning classifications to Vestavia Hills P.U.D.; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 709.5.A.1.b of Ordinance Number 1838 classifies a “home 

occupation” permitted only as a “Conditional Use” and 

 WHEREAS, Regan Goldberg has submitted application for conditional use 

approval for a home occupation to be operated in the residence located at 917 Vestlake 

Hollow Circle, Vestavia Hills, Alabama located in the Liberty Park P.U.D.; and 

 WHEREAS, Ms. Goldberg has indicated in her application for conditional use 

approval that she will operate her consulting business out of her home pursuant to the 

specifications of a home occupation; and 

 WHEREAS, a copy of said application dated February 3, 2015 is attached and 

hereby incorporated into this Ordinance Number 2569. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Conditional Use Approval is hereby approved for Ragan Goldberg for a home 

occupation as described in the above-referenced application for her residence 

located at 917 Vestlake Hollow Circle, Vestavia Hills, Alabama located in 
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Liberty Park P.U.D. subject to the provisions outlined in Article 9 of the 

Vestavia Hills Zoning Code outlined as follows: 

(1) “Home occupation is defined as any use customarily conducted entirely 

within a dwelling and carried on solely by the inhabitant thereof, and 

which use is clearly incidental, accessory, subordinate and secondary to 

the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes, and does not change the 

character of the dwelling itself or any part of parcel of property in the 

neighborhood surrounding said dwelling. 

(2) Home occupations shall be conducted only in the main dwelling building 

on the lot.  No more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the said dwelling 

may be used for a home occupation. 

(3) There shall be no public display of goods and absolutely no commodities 

sold on the premises. 

(4) No sign may be attached to the dwelling or any part of the real estate 

advertising any home occupation. 

(5) No home occupation or profession shall be permitted if such occupation 

creates noise, odors, vibrations or traffic which interferes with the 

residential qualities of the neighborhood insofar as health, safety, morals, 

convenience and general welfare are concerned. 

(6) In order to be a permitted home occupation or profession, the use must be 

one which is habitually, customarily and commonly established as a 

reasonable incidental, accessory, subordinate and secondary use. 
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(7) Operation of any and all other business of any nature in residential zones 

is expressly prohibited; and 

(8) The activity carried on as home occupation shall be limited to the hours 

between 7:00 AM and 10:00 PM.” 

2. Conditional Use Approval is further conditioned upon and subject to all 

applicable private and restrictive covenants attached to the property located at 

917 Vestlake Hollow Circle, Vestavia Hills, Alabama located in the Liberty 

Park P.U.D. 

3. A City of Vestavia Hills Business License shall be issued upon application 

and payment by Ms. Goldberg working subject to the rules and regulations 

outlined in the Vestavia Hills Business License Code and shall be renewed 

each year that the home occupation is operated from the location at 917 

Vestlake Hollow Circle, Vestavia Hills, Alabama located in the Liberty Park 

P.U.D. 

4. At any time should Ms. Goldberg vacate the premises located at 917 Vestlake 

Hollow Circle, Vestavia Hills, Alabama, discontinue or relocate her business, 

this conditional use approval shall be nullified and said Ordinance Number 

2569 shall be automatically repealed. 

ADOPTED and APPROVED this the 28
th

 day of May, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

      Alberto C. Zaragoza 

      Mayor 
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ATTESTED BY: 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Leavings 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 
 

 I, Rebecca Leavings, as City Clerk of the City of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, hereby 

certify that the above and foregoing copy of 1 (one) Ordinance # 2569 is a true and 

correct copy of such Ordinance that was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Vestavia Hills on the 28
th

 day of May, 2015 as same appears in the official records of 

said City. 

 

 Posted at Vestavia Hills Municipal, Vestavia Hills Library in the Forest, Vestavia 

Hills New Merkle House and Vestavia Hills Recreational Center this the ______ day of 

______________, 2015. 

 

 

 

      Rebecca Leavings 

      City Clerk 
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