
 CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT        

AGENDA 

APRIL 16, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 

Roll Call. 

Approval of Minutes: March 19, 2020. 

(1) BZA-0420-06 Anna C. Cook is requesting a Variance for the Location of a
Fence for the property located at 528 Eastwood Place. The 
purpose of this request is to allow for the construction of a fence in 
the front setback. The property is owned Anna C. Cook and is 
zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 

(2) BZA-0420-07 Lee Higginbotham is requesting a Front & Rear Setback
Variance for the property located at 1016 Southride Drive. The 
purpose of this request is to reduce the front setback to 30’ in lieu 
of the required 50’ & to reduce the rear setback to 20’ in lieu of the 
required 30’ to build a garage. The property is owned by Lee 
Higginbotham and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3. 

(3) BZA-0420-08 Carlton Smith is requesting a Side Setback Variance for the
property located at 1236 Branchwater Lane. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the side setback to 14’ in lieu of the required 
17’ to build a laundry room addition. The property is owned by 
Carlton Smith and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 

Time of Adjournment. 

SPECIAL NOTICE: Pursuant to
“Stay at Home” orders from the

Governor of the State of Alabama 
due to COVID-19 Pandemic, the

Board of Zoning Adjustment
meeting of April 16, 2020 will be

video-conferenced and
teleconferenced. Anyone may

participate via phone/computer.
Participation via

videoconferencing through
Zoom.com may be viewed by
clicking the following link:
https://us04web.zoom.us/

j/7970217974
To attend via teleconference,

please dial 312.626.6799 and enter 
the meeting ID of 797 021 7974
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     APRIL 16, 2020 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0420-06 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:   Variance for Location of Fence in Front Setback 
 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  528 Eastwood Place 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Anna C. Cook 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  N/A 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  Applicant is seeking a variance for the location of a fence 
in the front setback (fronting Tyson Drive). The applicant contends there is a hardship 
because the lot is a corner lot. This fence would be a privacy fence and would abide by 
the City Code height requirements. The property backs up to multiple commercial lots 
and Tyson Drive has a good bit of commercial traffic. The applicant’s property is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-2.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     APRIL 16, 2020 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0420-07 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:   20’ front setback variance to reduce the setback to 30’ in 
lieu of the required 50’ & 20’ rear setback variance to reduce the setback to 10’ in lieu 
of the required 30’. 

 
•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1016 Southridge Drive 

 
• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Lee Higginbotham 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  N/A 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  Applicant is seeking front and rear setback variances to 
build a detached garage. The applicant contends there is a hardship because the lot is a 
corner lot and that there is an easement that runs directly through the property. This 
addition will be outside of that easement. There is a 50’ recorded front setback. The 
applicant drafted a covenants waiver, which was signed by all the required property 
owners, and recorded it with Jefferson County. The applicant’s property is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     APRIL 16, 2020 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0420-08 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:   3’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 14’ in 
lieu of the required 17’. 

  
•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1236 Branchwater Lane 

 
• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Carlton Smith 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  N/A 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  Applicant is seeking a side setback variance to build a 
laundry room addition. The applicant contends there is a hardship because of the 
topography of the lot. This is the only feasible location for the addition. This addition 
will be 8’ by 8’. The applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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