
 CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS                      

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT                            

AGENDA 

JUNE 18, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 

Roll Call. 
 
Approval of Minutes: May 21, 2020. 
 
 
(1) BZA-0620-11 Julie & Andrew Craft are requesting a Side Setback Variance for 

the property located at 2019 Hickory Road. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the rear setback to 5’ in lieu of the required 15’ 
to build a garage addition. The property is owned by Julie & 
Andrew Craft and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3. 

   
 
(2) BZA-0620-12 Jay & Kelly Evers are requesting a Side Setback Variance for the 

property located at 2621 Millwood Road. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the rear setback to 17’ in lieu of the required 
25’ to build a house. The property is owned by Jay & Kelly Evers 
and is zoned Vestavia Hills E-2. 

   
 
(3) BZA-0620-13 Robin & Bart Kolber is requesting a Side Setback Variance for 

the property located at 3951 Westminster Lane. The purpose of 
this request is to reduce the setback to 11’ in lieu of the 20’ 
recorded setback to replace a deck. The property is owned by 
Robin & Bart Kolber and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-6. 

   
 
 
Time of Adjournment.  
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

MINUTES 
 

May 21, 2020 
 
 The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Vestavia Hills met in regular 
session on this date at 6:00 PM, following publication and posting pursuant to Alabama 
law. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in coordination with a Proclamation from 
Governor Ivey and pursuant to orders from the Jefferson County Health Department 
Official requiring social distancing along with limits of attendees, this meeting was held 
with a portion of the Board of Zoning Adjustment digitally attending the meeting via 
video conference call. Staff and general public/audience members also were invited to 
attend the conference call following publication pursuant to Alabama law. Chairman Rice 
called the meeting to order and the Planner called the roll with the following: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Rick Rice, Chairman 
      Loring Jones, III 

Jim Griffo  
George Ponder  
Robert Gower    

       
 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Tony Renta, Alt 

Donald Holley Alt 
          
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Jack Wakefield, Planner/GIS 
       
    
       

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of March 19, 2020 were presented for approval.   
 
MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of March 19, 2020 was 

made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Gower.  Motion as carried on a 
voice vote as follows: 

 
Mr. Griffo - yes Mr. Jones – yes 
Mr. Ponder – yes Mr. Rice – yes 
Mr. Gower – yes      
Motion carried. 
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REAR SETBACK VARIANCE 
 

BZA-0520-09 HD Holdings, LLC is requesting a Rear Setback Variance for the 
property located at 3109 & 3113 Blue Lake Drive. The purpose of 
this request is to reduce the rear setback to 20’ in lieu of the 
required 30’ to accommodate required parking. The property is 
owned HD Holdings, LLC and is zoned Vestavia Hills O-1 

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
 
 Russ Doyle stated that they needed the variance to accommodate parking required 
by the O-1 zoning and that the lot shape caused a hardship. 
  
 Mr. Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve a 10’ rear setback variance to reduce the setback to 20’ 
in lieu of the required 30’ for the property located at 3109 & 3113 Blue Lake Drive, was 
made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Griffo. Motion was carried on a roll call vote as 
follows: 
 

Mr. Griffo - yes Mr. Jones – yes 
Mr. Ponder – yes Mr. Rice – yes 
Mr. Gower – yes      
Motion carried. 
 
 

REAR SETBACK VARIANCE 
 

BZA-0520-10 David Harris is requesting a Rear Setback Variance for the 
property located at 1507 Jacobs Circle. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the rear setback to 9’ in lieu of the required 20’ 
to rebuild a deck. The property is owned by David Harris and is 
zoned Vestavia Hills R-9. 

. 
 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
 
 David Harris explained his situation before the Board and that his hardship was the 
size of the lot. 
  
 George Ponder stated that the shape of the lot is not an acceptable hardship. Also, 
he said that it appeared that the new deck was built exclusively with new materials.  
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 Loring Jones asked if this was a complete rebuild or if this is a replacement of an 
existing deck. 
 
 Mr. Harris stated that indeed some of the original deck had remained and that this is 
the replacement of the old deck.  
 
 Mr. Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
 There being no one else in the public that wanted to speak, Mr. Rice closed the 
public hearing and opened the floor for a motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve an 11’ rear setback variance to reduce the setback to 9’ 
in lieu of the required 20’ for the property located at 1507 Jacobs Circle, was made by 
Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Griffo.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
 

Mr. Griffo - yes Mr. Jones – yes 
Mr. Ponder – no Mr. Rice – yes 
Mr. Gower – yes      
Motion carried. 

 
 
At 6:30 PM, Mr. Rice made a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack Wakefield, 
Planner/GIS 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     JUNE 18, 2020 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0620-11 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:   10’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 5’ in 
lieu of the required 15’. 

  
•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  2019 Hickory Road 

 
• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Julie & Andrew Craft 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  None 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  Applicants are seeking a side setback variance to build a 
new garage. They owners had an existing carport that is to be converted to a living 
space and the new garage will be moved to the opposite side of the house. The 
applicants contend that there is a hardship because of the field lines on the property and 
the small amount of buildable space in the rear. Furthermore, there is water drainage 
issues on the side of the house where the garage will be located. Since the land is 
slanted, water runs to the adjacent neighbor’s house and in the process floods both the 
neighbor’s lot and the applicant’s left side. To alleviate this, a new curbed driveway 
will be constructed up to the new garage. This will serve to divert the water runoff into 
an existing drainage pipe towards the back side of the property, this would prevent both 
properties from being flooded. The neighbor to the left has stated their support for the 
request and is satisfied with the plan to divert water into the drainage pipe. Based on 
all this, the request represents the most logical placement for the garage addition. City 
Engineer Christopher Brady has looked at the water runoff plans and has no issues with 
it. The applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     JUNE 18, 2020 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0620-12 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:   8’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 17’ in 
lieu of the required 25’. 

  
•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  2621 Millwood Road 

 
• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Jay & Kelly Evers 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  Robert Thompson 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  Applicants are seeking a side setback variance to build a 
new house. The applicants contend the odd shaped lot causes a hardship. The lot is pie-
shaped and the amount of buildable space decrease the further back you go. The 
applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills E-2.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     JUNE 18, 2020 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0620-13 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:   A side setback variance to reduce the setback to 11’ in lieu 
of the 20’ recorded setback.  

  
•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  3951 Westminster Lane 

 
• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Robin & Bart Kolber 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  Jim Loper 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  Applicants are seeking a setback variance to replace an 
existing deck. The applicants contend that the odd shaped lot causes a hardship, along 
with the drainage easement that surrounds the house. The deck will be a replacement 
and not a total rebuild. Some of the material from the original deck will remain, as the 
new structure is built. The deck will not encroach into that drainage easement. This is 
a zero-lot line property and the setback requirement is based on the recorded setback 
line. The applicants drafted, signed, and recorded a covenants waiver. The applicant’s 
property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-6.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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