
 CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS                      

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT                            

AGENDA 

August 19, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

Roll Call. 
 
Approval of Minutes: June 17, 2021. 
 
 
(1) BZA-0821-23 Jason & Sara McFarland are requesting a Variance for the 

Location of a Fence for the property located at 1817 Montclaire 
Drive. The purpose of this request is to build a fence in the front 
setback. The property is owned by Jason & Sara McFarland and is 
zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 

 
 
(2) BZA-0821-24 Abbey Blalock is requesting a Front Setback Variance for the 

property located at 2501 Shades Crest Road. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the front setback to 38’ in lieu of the required 
60’ to build multiple additions. The property is owned by Abbey 
Blalock and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-1. 

    
 
Time of Adjournment.  
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

MINUTES 
 

June 17, 2021 
 
 The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Vestavia Hills met in regular 
session on this date at 6:00 PM.  The roll was called with the following: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Rick Rice, Chairman 
Robert Gower 
Stephen Greer, Alt 
Donald Holley 
Thomas Parchman, Alt 
Tony Renta     

       
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Loring Jones, III 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Jack Wakefield, Planner/GIS 
    
  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of May 20, 2021 were presented for approval.   
 
MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of March 18, 2021 was 

made by Mr. Greer and 2nd was by Mr. Parchman.  Motion as carried on a 
voice vote as follows: 

 
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Parchman – yes 

Mr. Greer – yes Mr. Renta – yes  
Mr. Holley – yes Chairman Rice – yes    
Motion carried 

 
SIDE SETBACK VARIANCE 

 
BZA-0521-12 Jennifer Burks is requesting a Side Setback Variance for the 

property located at 913 Haviland Drive. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the side setback to 7’ in lieu of the required 15’ 
to build a carport addition. The property is owned by the Jennifer 
Burks and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 
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 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
 
 Jennifer Burks was present and stated her hardship was lot topography. 
  
 Ms. Burks also stated that the addition would not encroach into the front like 
originally thought.  
  
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve an 8’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 7’ 
in lieu of the required 15’, for the property located at 913 Haviland Drive was made by 
Mr. Renta and 2nd was by Mr. Holley.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
 

Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Parchman – yes 
Mr. Greer – yes Mr. Renta – yes  
Mr. Holley – yes Chairman Rice – yes    
Motion carried 

 
 

 
SIDE & FRONT SETBACK VARIANCE 

 
BZA-0521-13 Andrew and Julie Craft are requesting a Front & Side Setback 

Variance for the property located at 2019 Hickory Road. The 
purpose of this request is to reduce the front setback to 30’ in lieu 
of the required 50’ & to reduce the side setback to 5’ in lieu of the 
required 15’, to build multiple additions. The property is owned by 
Andrew and Julie Craft and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
 
 Andrew and Julie craft were present for the request and stated that their original 
plans changed because of water issues and flooding. They were going to do an addition 
on the left side of the property, but constraints moved the addition to the opposite side of 
the lot and into the front setback.  
 
 Chairman Rice asked if the applicants have done work since the previous variance. 
The Crafts responded no.  
 
 He then asked what was their hardship. The Crafts stated that they had water issues 
on both sides of the lot.  
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 Mr. Greer asked if they had no water issues, what location would the applicants 
build at? He also stated it seemed that water runoff was dictating where they are building. 
 
 Mr. Gower stated that many people on their street have the same issue and asked 
why the applicants needed to build that way. Why can’t they build in the rear? 
 
 The Crafts stated that the rear drainage system is tiered limiting development. 
 
 Mr. Holley stated that the reason for the front setback is to keep a similar look with 
the houses around it. He told the applicants that they have other solutions. 
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.   
  
 Will Choat, 2017 Hickory Road, had issues with safety and losing street visibility 
with the addition encroaching so far into the front. He also questioned the hardship in the 
case.  
 
 Karl Peterson, 2021 Hickory Road, stated he appreciated the Crafts addressing the 
water issue and said surrounding properties have damage because of water. 
 
 There being no one else present in regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public 
hearing and opened the floor for a motion. 
 
 Before the motion was made, the applicants withdrew their request.  

 
 
LOT AREA & LOT WIDTH VARIANCE 

 
BZA-0421-10 Steven Mote is requesting a Lot Area Variance and Lot Width 

Variance for the property located at 1118 Winward Lane (Lots 
8-C-1 & 8-D-1). The purpose of this request is to reduce the lot 
area and lot width of Lot 8-C-1 and the lot area of 8-D-1, to match 
lot lines to existing fence line. The property is owned by the 
Steven Mote and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 

 
 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
 
 Mack Braden, 5305 12th Avenue South, was present for the request.  
 
 Mr. Braden stated that the hardship was a corner lot and the new addition would 
aesthetically fit the house. 
 
 Mr. Holley noticed the current house encroached on the Sunset Drive setback as 
well. That was made as a part of the request.  
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 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.  There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve an 33’ front setback (Chanticleer Lane) variance to 
reduce the setback to 27’ in lieu of the required 60’ & a 13’ front setback (Sunset Drive) 
variance to reduce the setback to 47’ in lieu of the required 60’ & & a 18’ rear setback 
variance to reduce the setback to 22’ in lieu of the required 30’, for the property located 
at 312 Sunset Drive was made by Mr. Renta and 2nd was by Mr. Holley.  Motion was 
carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
  

Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Parchman – yes 
Mr. Greer – yes Mr. Renta – yes  
Mr. Holley – yes Chairman Rice – yes    
Motion carried 

 
At 7:11 PM, Mr. Parchman made a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 7:11 
PM. 
 
 
 
 
Jack Wakefield, 
Planner/GIS 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     August 19, 2021 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0821-23 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:   Variance for Location of Fence in the Front Setback.  
  

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1817 Montclaire Drive 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Jason & Sara McFarland 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  Applicants are seeking a variance for the location of a 
fence in the front setback. The applicant’s house fronts three streets (Montclaire Dr, 
Tyler Pl, & Kentucky Ave). The new fence is needed to replace a section of an existing 
fence. The existing fence is located in the Tyler Pl right-of-way. The applicants will 
move the new fence to the property line of their lot. There is an Alabama Power 
easement that the new fence location will abut. Alabama Power has said they have no 
issue with the new location. The applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     August 19, 2021 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0821-24 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  22’ Front Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 38’ 
in lieu of the required 60’.  

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  2501 Shades Crest Road 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Abbey Blalock 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  Willow Homes 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant is seeking a front setback variance to build 
a couple of additions. The applicant contends that the corner lot causes a hardship. The 
applicant intends to rebuild the existing garage and put in a new addition between the 
existing house and the rebuilt garage. The encroachment will be on the Beaumont side 
of the lot. The existing house sits 38’ from Beaumont and the closest point of the new 
addition, in relation to the front property line, is 42’. The applicant’s property is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-1. 

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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