
 CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS                      

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT                            

AGENDA 

April 21, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

Roll Call. 
 
Approval of Minutes: March 17, 2022. 
 
 
(1) BZA-0422-13 Rocky Donahoo and Billy Parker are appealing a decision by the 

zoning official at 3912 Wooten Drive. The purpose of this request 
is to appeal zoning decision on a home occupation. The property is 
owned by Rocky Donahoo and Billy Parker and is zoned Vestavia 
Hills R-4. 

 
(2) BZA-0422-10  Heather Byars is requesting Rear and Side Setback Variances for 

the property located 1820 Highfield Drive. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the rear setback to 5’ in lieu of the required 15’ 
& to reduce the side setback to 5’ in lieu of the required 15’ to 
build a storage structure. The property is owned by Heather Byars 
and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
(3) BZA-0422-11 Mathew Nelson & Kelsey Drennan are requesting Front and Side 

Setback Variances for the property located 1788 Vestaview Lane. 
The purpose of this request is to reduce the front setback to 30’ in 
lieu of the required 40’ & to reduce the side setback to 7’ in lieu of 
the required 15’ to expand the existing carport. The property is 
owned by Mathew Nelson & Kelsey Drennan and is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-3. 

 
(4) BZA-0422-13 Gary Speegle is requesting a Front Setback Variance for the 

property located at 3029 La Haven Circle. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the front setback to 27’ in lieu of the required 
37’ to build a covered front porch. The property is owned by Gary 
Speegle and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-4. 

 
 
Time of Adjournment.  
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

MINUTES 
 

March 17, 2022 
 
 The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Vestavia Hills met in regular 
session on this date at 6:00 PM.  The roll was called with the following: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Rick Rice, Chairman 
Stephen Greer 
Loring Jones, III 

      Thomas Parchman, Alt 
      Ryan Rummage, Alt 

 
    

       
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Robert Gower 
      Tony Renta 
 
 
 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Jack Wakefield, Planner/GIS 
    
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of February 17, 2022 were presented for approval.   
 
MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of January 20, 2022 

was made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Parchman.  Motion as carried 
on a voice vote as follows: 

 
   Mr. Greer – yes Mr. Jones – yes 
   Mr. Parchman – yes Mr. Rummage - yes 

Chairman Rice – yes    
Motion carried 
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FRONT SETBACK VARIANCE 
 

 BZA-0322-07 Hallie Weaver is requesting a Front Setback Variance for the 
property located at 2012 Hickory Road. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the front setback to 47’ in lieu of the required 
50’ to rebuild front porch. The property is owned by Hallie Weaver 
and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
  
 Hallie Weaver was present for the request and stated that the purpose of the request 
was to rebuild the front porch because it currently is rotting. Also, that the hardship was 
the odd-shaped lot. 
 
 Mr. Jones requested that the applicant coordinate with City Engineering on the 
proposed-on street parking plan.  
 
 Ms. Weaver stated that they are not incorporating the on-street parking into their 
plans. 
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve a 3’ front setback variance to reduce the setback to 47’ 
in lieu of the recorded 50’, for the property located at 2012 Hickory Road, was made by 
Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Greer.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
   Mr. Greer – yes Mr. Jones – yes 
   Mr. Parchman – yes Mr. Rummage - yes 

Chairman Rice – yes    
Motion carried 

 
 
FRONT & SIDE SETBACK VARIANCE 

 
 BZA-0322-08  William Watson is requesting a Front and Side Setback 

Variance for the property located 2117 Shades Ave. The purpose 
of this request is to reduce the front setback to 38’ in lieu of the 
required 50’ & to reduce the side setback to 5’ in lieu of the 
required 15’ to build a new home. The property is owned by 
William Watson and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
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 William Watson was present for the request and stated that the regulations of 
installing a new septic system caused a hardship by forcing the new house closer to the 
front, into the setback.  
 
 Mr. Jones stated that the applicant must abide by the City impervious surface 
requirement. 
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.  
  
 Robert Mauder- 428 Trousdale Street, spoke wanting to see the septic drawings. He 
asked if the building was moving front or back.  
 
 Mr. Watson stated that it would move away from Mr., Mauder’s property.  
 
 Mr. Mauder stated that they were concerned about water run-off.  
 
 Mr. Wakefield responded saying Engineering will regulate the water runoff on this 
property. Also, that City storm water management regulations are strict and the applicant 
would be required to abide in order to pull a permit.  
 
There being no one else present in regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public 
hearing and opened the floor for a motion.  
 
MOTION Motion to approve a 12’ front setback variance to reduce the setback to 
38’ in lieu of the required 50’ & 5’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 10’ in 
lieu of the required 15’, for the property located at 2117 Shades Ave, was made by Mr. 
Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Greer.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
 
   Mr. Greer – yes Mr. Jones – yes 
   Mr. Parchman – yes Mr. Rummage - yes 

Chairman Rice – yes    
Motion carried 
 
 

SIDE SETBACK VARIANCE 
 

 BZA-0322-09 Stuart and Emily Rein are requesting a Side Setback Variance for 
the property located at 1812 Post Oak Road. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the side setback to 10’ in lieu of the required 
15’ to a home addition. The property is owned by Stuart and Emily 
Rein and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
 
 Joe Ellis, 1625 Buena Vista Circle, was present for the request and stated that odd-
shaped lot caused a hardship. Mr. Ellis also stated this would be a family space addition. 
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 Mr. Greer asked if this was just a single-story addition, to which Mr. Ellis replied 
yes.  
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve a 5’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 10’ 
in lieu of the required 15’, for the property located at 1812 Post Oak Road, was made by 
Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Greer.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
 
   Mr. Greer – yes Mr. Jones – yes 
   Mr. Parchman – yes Mr. Rummage - yes 

Chairman Rice – yes    
Motion carried 

 
At 6:33 PM, Mr. Jones made a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:33 PM. 
 
 
 
 
Jack Wakefield, 
Planner/GIS 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     April 21, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0422-13 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:   Appeal of Decision by Zoning Official 
 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  3912 Wooten Drive 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Rocky Donahoo and Billy Parker  
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  N/A 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  Zoning official, Rebecca Leavings, issued a zoning 
violation for 3912 Wooten Drive. The violation was the use of a single-family property 
for a commercial business and the storing of vehicles & equipment on said property. 
The appeal to the Board is that this is a home occupation. The property is zoned R-4. 

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     April 21, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0422-10 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  10’ Rear Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 5’ in 
lieu of the required 15’ & 10’ Side Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 5’ in 
lieu of the required 15’. 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1820 Highfield Drive 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Heather Byars 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant is seeking rear and side setback variances 
to build a storage structure. The applicant contends the terrain in the rear limits the 
buildable area. There is only one corner of the rear yard that is level enough to build. 
The structure is less than 10’ in height and has an 8x12’ footprint. The applicant’s 
property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     April 21, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0422-11 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  10’ Front Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 30’ 
in lieu of the required 40’ & 8’ Side Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 7’ in 
lieu of the required 15’. 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1788 Vestaview Lane 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Matthew Nelson & Kelsey Drennan 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicants are seeking a front and side setback 
variance to enlarge the carport. The applicants contend the odd-shaped lot, along with 
the slope in the rear, causes a hardship. The carport currently accommodates one car. 
The applicants would like to expand it to allow for 2 cars to fit. The carport is not going 
to be completely rebuilt, but some of the existing portions will be renovated. The 
applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     April 21, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0422-12 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  10’ Front Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 27’ 
in lieu of the required 37’. 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  3029 La Haven Circle 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Gary Speegle 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant is seeking a front setback variance to build 
a set of home additions. The applicant contends the pie shaped lot causes a hardship. 
The only addition that requires a variance is the small front porch in the front. The 
applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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