
 CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS                      

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT                            

AGENDA 

June 16, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

Roll Call. 
 
Approval of Minutes: May 19, 2022. 
  
 
(1) BZA-0522-15 Lisa Fox is requesting Rear and Side Setback Variances for the 

property located 1332 Panorama Drive. The purpose of this request 
is to reduce the rear setback to 5’ in lieu of the required 15’ & to 
reduce the side setback to 7’ in lieu of the required 15’ to build a 
storage shed. The property is owned by Lisa Fox and is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-2. 

 
(2) BZA-0622-16 Charles Healey is requesting a Rear Setback Variance for the 

property located at 3788 Poe Drive. The purpose of this request is 
to reduce the side setback to 17’ in lieu of the required 25’, to 
extend patio roof. The property is owned by the Charles Healey 
and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-9. 

 
(3) BZA-0521-17 Steve & Michelle Thackerson are requesting a Side & Front 

Setback Variance for the property located at 3412 Sagewood 
Trail. The purpose of this request is to reduce the side setback to 
11’ in lieu of the required 17’ & to reduce the front setback to 32’ 
in lieu of the required 60’, to build a living space addition. The 
property is owned by the Steve & Michelle Thackerson and is 
zoned Vestavia Hills R-1. 

 
 
 
 
Time of Adjournment.  
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

MINUTES 
 

May 19, 2022 
 
 The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Vestavia Hills met in regular 
session on this date at 6:00 PM.  The roll was called with the following: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Loring Jones III, Chairman 
Stephen Greer 

      Thomas Parchman, Alt 
      Robert Gower 

 
    

       
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Rick Rice 

Tony Renta 
      Ryan Rummage, Alt 
 
 
 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Jack Wakefield, Planner/GIS 
         
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of April 21, 2022 were presented for approval.   
 
MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of January 20, 2022 

was made by Mr. Greer and 2nd was by Mr. Gower.  Motion as carried on 
a voice vote as follows: 

   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Parchman – yes 
   Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Jones – yes    

Motion carried 
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FRONT SETBACK VARIANCE 
 

 BZA-0522-13 Jimmy and Sarah Glenn are requesting a Front Setback 
Variances for the property located 2401 Vestavia Drive. The 
purpose of this request is to reduce the front setback to 31’ in lieu 
of the required 60’, to build a new house. The property is owned 
by Jimmy and Sarah Glenn, and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-1. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
  
 Richard Long, 1825 29th Ave South, was present for the case and stated the corner 
lot caused a hardship. He also said this was a tear down and rebuild over the existing 
house’s footprint.  
 
 Chairman Jones opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve a 29’ front setback variance to reduce the setback to 
31’ in lieu of the required 60’, for the property located at 2401 Vestavia Drive, was made 
by Mr. Greer and 2nd was by Mr. Gower.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as 
follows:  
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Parchman – yes 
   Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Jones – yes    

Motion carried 
 

 
VARIANCE FOR THE LOCATION OF FENCE 

 
 BZA-0522-14  Thomas and Anna Poore are requesting a Variance for the 

Location of a Fence in the Front Setback for the property 
located 2216 Royal Crest Circle. The purpose of this request is to 
build a wooden privacy fence in the front setback. The property is 
owned by Thomas and Anna Poore and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-
2. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
 
 Anne Poore, 2216 Royal Crest Circle, was present for the case and stated that the 
corner lot caused a hardship. 
 
 Chairman Jones opened the floor for a public hearing.  
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 Harold Selesky, 2241 Royal Crest Dr, asked the specific location of the fence. 
Particularly if the fence would cross the easement in the rear of the applicant’s property. 
The drawing showed that the fence would cross.  
 
 Mrs. Poore stated that the drawing as shown was incorrect and that the fence would 
run along the easement, not cross it. 
 
 Mr. Selesky asked if that could be made a part of the record.  
 
There being no one else present in regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public 
hearing and opened the floor for a motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve a variance for the location of a fence in the front 
setback, for the property located at 2216 Royal Crest Circle, was made by Mr. Greer and 
2nd was by Mr. Gower.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
 
   Mr. Greer – yes Mr. Parchman – yes 
   Mr. Renta – yes Mr. Rummage - yes 

Chairman Rice – yes    
Motion carried 

 
 
REAR & SIDE SETBACK VARIANCE 

 
 BZA-0522-15 Lisa Fox is requesting Rear and Side Setback Variances for the 

property located 1332 Panorama Drive. The purpose of this request 
is to reduce the rear setback to 5’ in lieu of the required 15’ & to 
reduce the side setback to 7’ in lieu of the required 15’ to build a 
storage shed. The property is owned by Lisa Fox and is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-2. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the area where the property is located and read the review 
which included the purpose of the request, comprehensive plan and staff review. 
 
  Lisa Fox, 1332 Panorama Drive, was present for the case and stated that the 
infrastructure and terrain caused a hardship. She stated that there are multiple utility 
structures in the rear yard and the rear yard slopes the closer you get to the house. This is 
the only flat area.  
 
 Chairman Jones stated that there is no hardship and asked Mrs. Fox why she needed 
the extra space in an area that is encroaching, instead of building on to the existing house 
that is already conforming with the zoning code. Also, there seems to be other space on 
the lot that this structure could be built 
 
 Mrs. Fox said this is the only feasible area to build on.  
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 Mr. Greer asked if the footprint of the building could be changed to allow for the 
setbacks to not be encroached.  
 
 Mrs. Fox stated that they had planned a larger structure, but the terrain as you get 
closer to the house was bad, and forced them to change their plans since the terrain 
wasn’t buildable.  
 
 The Board requested more documentation since the terrain is tough to gauge 
through the drawings submitted. The Board recommended this case be postponed to the 
next month, to allow the submittal of additional documentation. 
 
 
At 7:10 PM, Mr. Jones made a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM. 
 
 
 
Jack Wakefield, 
Planner/GIS 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     June 16, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0522-15 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  8’ Side Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 7’ in 
lieu of the required 15’ & 10’ Rear Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 5’ in 
lieu of the required 15’. 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1332 Panorama Drive 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Lisa Fox 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant is seeking side and rear setback variances 
to build a storage shed. The applicant contends the location and orientation of the 
existing rear yard structures causes a hardship. The shed would have a 12x16’ footprint 
and would be just over 10’ in height. The applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills 
R-2.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:    June 16, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0622-16 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  8’ Rear Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 17’ in 
lieu of the required 25’. 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  3788 Poe Drive 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Charles Healey 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant is seeking a rear setback variance to extend 
existing patio roof. The applicant contends the rain water build up at and near the patio 
causes a hardship. The roof would serve the purpose of preventing water from building 
up in this area. The neighboring houses have inadequate drainage and the water 
continuously floods the crawl space requiring encapsulation and sump pumps to be 
installed. The property is in a zero-lot line zoning, and has a recorded rear setback line. 
A waiver was drafted, signed, and recorded with the County, alleviating that 
requirement. The applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-9.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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V. HARDSHIP

The surface drainage for the four houses on Poe Drive built by Kessler in 2017 was not 
adequately addressed. The houses at 3788 and 3790 have had continual water problems in the 
crawl space requiring encapsulation and sump pumps to be installed. The back yard at 3788 is 
completely flat hard packed clay which does not absorb water and does not drain off quickly 
enough. Therefore, rainwater coupled with drainage from the lots on Glass Drive behind causes 
the patio at 3788 to flood almost all the way up to the house. The roof addition for which we 
are requesting a variance is to help alleviate this problem. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:    June 16, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-0622-17 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  6’ Side Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 11’ in 
lieu of the required 17’ & 28’ Front Setback Variance to reduce the setback to 32’ in 
lieu of the required 60’. 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  3412 Sagewood Trail 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Steve & Michelle Thackerson 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicants are front and side setback variance to 
expand the living space. The applicant contends corner lot causes a hardship. The 
addition will be in the area of the existing patio and would encroach into the side 
setback. The current house is currently encroaching into the zoning front setback. That 
action would bring the entire structure into compliance. The applicant’s property is 
zoned Vestavia Hills R-1.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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