
 CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS                      
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT                            

AGENDA 
August 18, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 
 

(1)    Roll Call 
 
(2)    Approval of Minutes: June 16, 2022 
 
(3)    Approval of Minutes: July 21, 2022 
  
 
(4) BZA-22-10 Jenni Mote is requesting Variance for Location of Fence in the 

Front Setback for the property located 1932 Highfield Drive. The 
purpose of this request is to build an 8’ wooden fence in the 
Mayland Lane frontage. The property is owned by Jenni Mote and 
is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3. 

 
(5) BZA-22-13 Alison Parden is requesting a Side Setback Variance for the 

property located at 1832 Old Creek Trail. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the side setback to 5’ in lieu of the required 
15’, to build a carport. The property is owned by the Alison Parden 
and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3. 

 
(6) BZA-22-14 Bobby Adams is requesting a Rear Setback Variance for the 

property located at 3417 Mountainside Road. The purpose of this 
request is to reduce the rear setback to 10’ in lieu of the required 
25’, to build a kitchen space addition. The property is owned by 
the Bobby Adams and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-4. 

 
(7)    Time of Adjournment 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

MINUTES 
 

June 16, 2022 
 
 The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Vestavia Hills met in regular 
session on this date at 6:00 PM.  The roll was called with the following: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Rick Rice, Chairman 

Robert Gower 
Stephen Greer 

      Thomas Parchman, Alt 
      Ryan Rummage, Alt 

    
       
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Tony Renta 

Loring Jones III 
 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Jack Wakefield, Planner/GIS 
         
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of May 19, 2022 were presented for approval.   
 
MOTION Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes of May 19, 2022 was 

made by and 2nd was by.  Motion as carried on a voice vote as follows: 
 
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Rummage – yes 
   Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Jones – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – yes   

Motion carried. 
 

 
REAR & SIDE SETBACK VARIANCE 

 
 BZA-0522-15 Lisa Fox is requesting Rear and Side Setback Variances for the 

property located 1332 Panorama Drive. The purpose of this request 
is to reduce the rear setback to 5’ in lieu of the required 15’ & to 
reduce the side setback to 7’ in lieu of the required 15’ to build a 
storage shed. The property is owned by Lisa Fox and is zoned 
Vestavia Hills R-2. 
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 Mr. Wakefield described that this was a continuation from the previous month and 
the applicant submitted new pictures to describe the hardship. 
 
 Lisa Fox, 1332 Panorama Drive, stated that the submittals describe the terrain and 
the on-site utilities that create a hardship for the property. This is the only location for the 
addition.  
 
 Mr. Rummage asked about the notation that a power line was removed. Mrs. Fox 
stated that the pole he was referring to was related to a neighbor’s guide wire and that a 
new pole was put in that feeds their house.  
 
 Mr. Gower and Mr. Greer states that these pictures are helpful in describing the 
slope and utilities in the rear yard.  
 
 Chairman Rice asked how long ago was that pole remove. Mrs. Fox replied that it 
was during the Pandemic. Then Mrs. Fox explained in more detail the power line 
drawings that were submitted, and what was removed and what currently remains.  
 
 Mr. Gower stated that the hardship being established are the buried utilities on the 
other portion of the lot, coupled with the slope and overhead powerlines on the opposite 
side of the lot, made all but a small portion unusable.  
 
 Mr. Gower said it seems the proposed location for the addition would be under the 
guide wire. Mrs. Fox stated that they had measured it and that they would be able to clear 
it. She also acknowledged that once the setback is established, the addition will have to 
abide by that setback. 
 
 Mr., Rummage asked what is in front of the playground? Mrs. Fox said it is 
sewer/old septic infrastructure.  
 
 Chairman Rice asked how tall the existing playground set is (location of where 
addition will go)? Mrs. Fox didn’t know exact height. Mr. Wakefield said based on the 
adjacent 8’ tall fence, the playground set could be as tall as 12-16’.  
 
 Mr. Gower asked if Alabama Power required an access width for the utility 
infrastructure? Mrs. Fox stated no.  
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
 
MOTION Motion to APPROVE a 10’ rear setback variance to reduce the setback to 
5’ in lieu of the required 15’ & a 8’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 7’ in 
lieu of the required 15’, for the property located at 1332 Panorama Drive, was made by 
Mr. Greer and 2nd was by Mr. Gower.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
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   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Rummage – yes 
   Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Jones – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – no   

Motion carried. 
 
 

REAR SETBACK VARIANCE 
 

 BZA-0622-16 Charles Healey is requesting a Rear Setback Variance for the 
property located at 3788 Poe Drive. The purpose of this request is 
to reduce the side setback to 17’ in lieu of the required 25’, to 
extend patio roof. The property is owned by the Charles Healey 
and is zoned Vestavia Hills R-9. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield stated that the applicant proposes to extend the patio roof line and 
that staff has no issues with the request.  
 
 Charles Healey, 3788 Poe Drive, stated that they wanted to extend the patio roof by 
8’.  
 
 Mr. Wakefield mentioned that the applicant drafted and recorded a signed setback 
encroachment waiver.  
 
 Mr. Gower asked if he is just moving the drip line further from the house? Mr. 
Healey stated yes and that the backyard itself is like a swimming pool when it rains 
because of the slope and soil/rock on the lot. He also stated the neighborhood drainage is 
inadequate and much of the water goes on to his property.  
 
 Mr. Greer asked if most the water comes from neighbor’s lots and what percentage 
would he say? Mr. Healey stated yes, they had planned to install added drainage to catch 
the water from the roof but the neighbor’s water is another story. He also said that most 
of the water comes from Glass Drive.  
 
 Mr. Gower asked if there is a drainage feature in the rear alley. Mr. Healey stated 
no, there is no drainage anywhere.  
 
  Chairman Rice asked what type of roof is being proposed. Mr. Healey said it 
would be a gabled roof. 
 
 Mr. Rummage asked if this would fix his water issues? Mr. Healey said it won’t 
completely fix it, but will make a difference than he is currently experiencing. 
 
 Chairman Rice established the hardship being the terrain and the subsequent water 
runoff.  
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MOTION Motion to APPROVE an 8’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 
17’ in lieu of the required 25’, for the property located at 3788 Poe Drive, was made by 
Mr. Greer and 2nd was by Mr. Gower.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
 
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Rummage – yes 
   Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Jones – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – yes   

Motion carried 
 
SIDE & FRONT SETBACK VARIANCE 

 
 BZA-0521-17 Steve & Michelle Thackerson are requesting a Side & Front 

Setback Variance for the property located at 3412 Sagewood 
Trail. The purpose of this request is to reduce the side setback to 
11’ in lieu of the required 17’ & to reduce the front setback to 32’ 
in lieu of the required 60’, to build a living space addition. The 
property is owned by the Steve & Michelle Thackerson and is 
zoned Vestavia Hills R-1. 

 
 Mr. Wakefield described the cases and stated that this was previous variance, but 
the original contractor never followed through with the addition. 
 
 Efrain Horta, 3401 Watertown Place, was present to represent the applicant. Mr. 
Horta said the addition will stay with the current footprint of the existing patio. He also 
stated the corner lot caused a hardship. 
 
 Mr. Rummage asked if this request follows the same dimension of the previous 
variance request? Mr. Wakefield stated that it does.  
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.  
 
 Jacqueline Moore, 3419 Sagebrook Lane, (adjacent lot) had a couple question with 
the addition being proposed close to the property. 
 
 Ms. Moore asked if any machinery or construction workers be able to encroach into 
her property line? Mr. Wakefield stated that there are engineering guidelines against that. 
Also Mr. Horta stated that they will install silt fence to ensure they do not cross into her 
property. 
 
 Ms. Moore asked if she erects a fence on her lot, how far away from the property 
line relative to the proposed addition will she have to be? Mr. Wakefield stated she can 
have a fence up to her property line.  
 
 Valerie Duren, 3414 Sagewood Trail, stated that she is for the variance request. 
 
 Ms. Moore added to the record that she is not against the request, just had a couple 
questions.  
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 There being no one present in regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public 
hearing and opened the floor for a motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to approve a 6’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 11’ 
in lieu of the required 17’ &  3’ front setback variance to reduce the setback to 32’ in lieu 
of the required 35’, for the property located at 3412 Sagewood Trail, was made by Mr. 
Greer and 2nd was by Mr. Gower.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows:  
 
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Rummage – yes 
   Mr. Greer – yes Chairman Jones – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – yes   

Motion carried 
 
 
At 6:53 PM, Mr. Rice made a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:53 PM. 
 
 
 
Jack Wakefield, 
Planner/GIS 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

MINUTES 
 

July 21, 2022 
 
 The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Vestavia Hills met in regular 
session on this date at 6:00 PM.  The roll was called with the following: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Rick Rice, Chairman 
Robert Gower 

      Loring Jones, III 
      Thomas Parchman, Alt 
      Tony Renta 
      Ryan Rummage, Alt 
    
       
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Stephen Greer   
 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Jack Wakefield, Planner/GIS 
         
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 Minutes were not able to be generated this month because of staff illness. June 
2022 minutes were postponed until August 18, 2022 hearing. 

 
 

 
CONFIRMATION OF A REQUEST FOR A PARKING VARIANCE 

 
BZA-22-6 – Brian Hatcher Is Requesting Confirmation Of A Request For A 
Parking Variance For A New Office Building To Be Constructed At 9000 
Liberty Parkway.  The Request For A Variance From The PUD Required 298 
Spaces To 200 Spaces Due To Extreme Sloping Of Property. The Request Was 
Previously Approved By The Liberty Park ARC.  The Property Is Owned By 
Medical Properties Trust And Is Zoned Vestavia Hills, PUD PB (Planned Unit 
Development, Planned Business)  
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 Mr. Wakefield explained that this is a variance from the Liberty Park Planning 
Critera and that this was already formally approved by the Liberty Park ARC and the 
Board is called upon to concur the ARC approval. Also Mr. Wakefield stated that Christy 
Savage, an adjacent neighbor, submitted written concerns which were added to the 
agenda.  
 
 Josh Donnell ,880 Montclair Road Suite 600, was present for the case and stated the 
Liberty Park parking requirements, with what is being requested. Also, Mr. Donnell 
stated the extreme terrain prevented them from building the required parking. They 
intend to disturb as little of the site as possible.  
   
 Chairman Rice asked if there are patients that will be coming into the building? Mr. 
Donnell stated this is just an office building.  
 
 Mr. Rummage asked if a 4-story parking deck would be unfeasible? Mr. Donnell 
stated that the intention is to be less of a nuisance to other neighbors.  
 
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing.  
 
 Dionne Baker, 7450 Ashland Lane, asked about the notification verbiage of 400 
spaces versus the 300 being stated in the meeting. Mr. Wakefield clarified that originally 
the requirements were based on the Zoning Code requirements, but changed the required 
number of spaces to reflect what is required per Liberty Park. Ms. Baker stated that 
height is an issue and that she would have concerns if they were required to build a 4-
story parking deck versus the proposed 3-story deck.  
 
 There being no one else present in regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public 
hearing and opened the floor for a motion. 
 
 
MOTION Motion to CONCUR a 98 space parking variance to reduce the number of 
parking spaces to 200 in lieu of the required 298, for the property located at 9000 Liberty 
Parkway, was made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Gower.  Motion was carried on a 
roll call vote as follows:  
 
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Renta – yes 
   Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Rummage – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – yes Chairman Jones – yes    

Motion carried. 
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REAR SETBACK VARIANCE 
 

BZA-22-7 – Slate Sandlin Is Requesting A Rear Setback Variance For The 
Property Located At 1814 Old Orchard Road.  The Purpose Of The Request Is 
For A 19’ Rear Setback In Lieu Of The Required 30’ In Order To Cover And 
Screen A Currently Open Deck On The Back Of The Home.  The Property Is 
Owned By Slate Sandlin And Is Zoned Vestavia Hills R-3. 
 

 Mr. Wakefield stated that the applicant is proposing to enclose an existing open 
deck and the odd-shaped lot caused a hardship.  
 
 Slate Sandlin, 1814 Old Orchard Road, was present for the case and stated that they 
just want to enclose the existing deck. 
 
 Mr. Gower asked if this would stay completely in that footprint. Mr. Sandlin stated 
that it would.  
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to APPROVE a 11’ rear setback variance to reduce the setback to 
19’ in lieu of the required 30’, for the property located at 1814 Old Orchard Road, was 
made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Renta.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as 
follows: 
 
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Renta – yes 
   Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Rummage – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – yes Chairman Jones – yes    

Motion carried. 
 

 
 
 
FRONT & REAR SETBACK VARIANCE 

 
BZA-22-9 – Laura Daly A Front Setback Variance And A Rear Setback 
Variance For The Property Located At 2500 Mountain Woods Drive.  The 
Purpose Of This Request Is For A Front Setback 30’ In Lieu Of The Required 50’ 
For The Addition Of A Front Porch And A Master Suite And A Rear Setback 
Variance Of 15’ From The Required 30’ For An Existing Part Of The House That 
Was Constructed Prior To Annexation.  The Property Is Owned By Laura Daly 
And Is Zoned Vestavia Hills R-2. 
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 Mr. Wakefield stated that the applicant is proposing a living space addition and that 
their hardship is a corner lot. 
 
 Laura Daly, 2500 Mountain Woods Drive, was present for the case and stated that 
house is currently out of compliance in the front and the rear. She also stated that her 
hardship was a corner lot.  
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to APPROVE a 20’ front setback variance to reduce the setback to 
30’ in lieu of the required 50’ & 15’ rear setback variance to reduce the setback to 15’ in 
lieu of the required 30’, for the property located at 2500 Mountain Woods Drive, was 
made by Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Rummage.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote 
as follows:  
 
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Renta – yes 
   Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Rummage – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – yes Chairman Jones – yes    

Motion carried. 
 
 
 

VARIANCE FOR LOCATION OF FENCE 
 

BZA-22-10 – Jenni Mote Is Requesting A Variance For Location Of A Fence 
For The Location Of An 8’ Privacy Fence On The Property Located At 1932 
Highfield Drive.  The Purpose Of This Request Is That An 8’ Privacy Fence Was 
Erected Past The Front Setback Line Of A Corner Lot.  The Property Is Owned 
By Jenni Mote And Is Zoned Vestavia Hills R-3 

  
 This case was postponed to next month before hearing. 
 
 
 

VARIANCE FOR LOCATION OF FENCE 
 

BZA-22-11 – Peily Soong Is Requesting A Location Of A Fence/Gate For The 
Property Located At 2123 Chestnut Road.  The Purpose Of The Request Is To 
Re-Erect A Gate That Was Taken Down During Home Renovations In Order To 
Connect An Existing Iron Fence.  The Property Is Owned By Peily Soong And Is 
Zoned Vestavia Hills R-3 
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 Mr. Wakefield described the fence request and stated that the existing fence 
encroaches into unimproved ROW. The applicant has been made aware that the fence 
will be relocated if improvements are made on the ROW. 
 
 Peily Soong, 2123 Chestnut Road, stated that their hardship is a corner lot. 
 
Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one present in 
regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to APPROVE a variance for the location of a fence in the front 
setback, for the property located at 2123 Chestnut Road, was made by Mr. Jones and 2nd 
was by Mr. Renta.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows:  
 
   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Renta – yes 
   Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Rummage – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – yes Chairman Jones – yes    

Motion carried. 
 
 

 
SIDE SETBACK VARIANCE 

 
BZA-22-12 – Jeremy Berman And Andy Velazquez Of Velber Development, Llc 
Are Requesting Side Setback Variance For The Property Located At 3985 Kyle 
Lane.  The Purpose Of This Request Is A Side Setback Of 9’ In Lieu Of The 
Required 15’ To Allow The Roof To Be Raised And Bring The Side Into 
Compliance Because Of Construction Prior To Annexation Into The City.  The 
Property Is Owned By Velber Development, Llc And Is Zoned Vestavia Hills A 
(Agriculture) 
 

 Mr. Wakefield stated that this request is related to improvements to an area of the 
home that is already out of compliance.  
 
 Jeremy Berman, 3985 Kyle Lane, was present for the case and stated that the roof is 
very short in the rear section of the house. The ceiling is only 6’ tall, which is unlivable. 
Also, that the corner lot causes a hardship. 
 
 Chairman Rice opened the floor for a public hearing. There being no one else 
present in regard to the request, Mr. Rice closed the public hearing and opened the floor 
for a motion. 
 
MOTION Motion to APPROVE a 6’ side setback variance to reduce the setback to 
9’ in lieu of the required 15’, for the property located at 3985 Kyle Lane, was made by 
Mr. Jones and 2nd was by Mr. Renta.  Motion was carried on a roll call vote as follows: 
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   Mr. Gower – yes Mr. Renta – yes 
   Mr. Jones – yes Mr. Rummage – yes  
   Mr. Parchman – yes Chairman Jones – yes    

Motion carried. 
 
 
At 6:34PM, Mr. Jones made a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:34PM. 
 
 
 
 
Jack Wakefield, 
Planner/GIS 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:    August 18, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-22-10 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  Variance for Location of Fence in the Front Setback 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1932 Highfield Drive 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Jenni Mote 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant is seeking a variance for the location of a 
fence in the front setback. The applicant contends the corner lot causes a hardship. The 
fence is to be erected on the Mayland Lane frontage. The goal was to replace one side 
of the fence to a pre-existing fence, because of its disrepair. The fence will be an 8’ 
wooden privacy fence. The applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  See attached.  
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     August 18, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-22-13 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  10’ Side Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback to 5’ in 
Lieu of the Required 15’. 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1832 Old Creek Trail 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Alison Parden 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant is seeking a side setback variance to build 
a carport. The applicant contends terrain and lot irregularity causes a hardship. The 
terrain gets worse towards the rear of the lot. This is the side that has the driveway, and 
the opposite side of the lot has less space with a significant amount of exposed bedrock. 
The proposed location is the only area for covered parking. There is a sewer easement 
on the side of the addition, but said addition will not encroach into the easement. The 
applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-3.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  No problems noted. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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CITY OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
SYNOPSIS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 

APPLICATION BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 

Date:     August 18, 2022 
 

• CASE:  BZA-22-14 
 

• REQUESTED ACTION:  15’ Rear Setback Variance to Reduce the Setback to 10’ 
in Lieu of the Required 25’. 

•    ADDRESS/LOCATION:  3417 Mountainside Road 
 

• APPLICANT/OWNER:  Bobby Adams 
 
• REPRESENTING AGENT:  NA 

• GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The applicant is seeking a rear setback variance to build 
a kitchen space addition. The applicant contends odd-shaped lot causes a hardship. The 
original right-of-way for Mountainside Dr was planned for a location that was 
unbuildable. That forced the current roadway to split this lot. The house is set further 
back in the rear because of the encroachment of this roadway. The house sits on two 
lots. The applicant had resurvey approved the previous week and is in the process of 
recording it. The applicant’s property is zoned Vestavia Hills R-4.  

 
• STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. City Planner Review:  No problems noted.  

 
2. City Engineer Review:  See attached. 
 
3. City Fire Marshal Review:  No problems noted. 
 
4. Building Safety Review: No problems noted. 
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