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Automated License Plate Readers
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VHPD is proud to sustain a low crime rate that 
makes Vestavia Hills a desirous location to live. 

VHPD has strong privacy policies and an exemplary 
history of trust with the community that we are 

committed to continuing. We ask that these principles 
be considered in public debates regarding the 

appropriate deployment of license plate readers.
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• VHPD began working with Flock Safety in 2019

• Automated license plate reader (ALPR) technology is utilized 
in 85% of all criminal investigations

• VHPD routinely fields requests for additional ALPR cameras

• There are many vendors offering ALPR, including:  
Axon, Flock, Genetec, Verkada, Vigilant and others

Background
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Cameras detect/capture:
• A photograph of the license 

plate area of vehicles traveling 
on public roadways
• Unique characteristics (wreck 

damage, luggage racks, etc.)

Cameras do not capture:
• People
• Race
• Gender
• Facial recognition
• Sounds
• Bluetooth
•Weapons

ALPR Camera Basics
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• People in need:  NCMEC, Amber Alerts, Missing Person Alerts, Silver Alerts
• Hotlist alerts:  NCIC, Blue Alerts, Sex Offender Alerts and agency 

custom hotlists
• Hotlist alerts are in real time and enhance law enforcement 

response capabilities
• Data is controlled and owned by the VHPD
• Data is shared with other agencies that have reciprocal agreements 

with the VHPD
• Data retention: 30 days
• ALPR cameras do not measure speed and citations are NOT issued 

due to the license plate data captured by an ALPR … ALPR is a 
criminal investigation tool ONLY

ALPR Camera Basics
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• Benefits include crime solving, stolen vehicle recovery, missing-person 
investigations, officer safety and enhanced community security

• According to the International Association of Chiefs of Police, 
more than 70% of crimes in the United States involve a vehicle

•Witness descriptions are often unreliable and incomplete

• Objective vehicle intelligence creates leads

• Traditional security cameras generally do not capture 
license plate data

Why ALPR?
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Crime Solving:

• Vehicle identification

• Stolen vehicle recovery

• Violent crime investigations

• Amber Alert investigations

• Kidnapping investigations

Investigations
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Patrol:
• Real-time alerts
• Enhanced awareness
• Officer safety

Force Multiplier:
• Expands capability without additional staffing
• Cost effective

Operational Benefits
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U.S Hwy 31 & Montreat Dr

U.S. Hwy 31 & Hickory Rd

Rocky Ridge Rd & Buckhead Dr

Rocky Ridge Rd & Misty Ln

Columbiana Rd & Shades Crest Rd

Columbiana Rd at Royal Automotive

Summit Blvd at Cahaba Heights Rd

Liberty Pkwy & Urban Center Dr

Liberty Pkwy & Longleaf

Tyler Rd & Van Buren Dr

Cahaba River Rd at Lifetime Fitness

Old Rocky Ridge & Altadena Rd

Blue Lake Dr

Cahaba River Rd & Acton Rd

McCallum Park

Altadena Valley Park

Locations Maintained by VHPD
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Neighborhoods provide ALPR data to VHPD in an effort 
to keep their communities safe and reduce crime.

VHPD does NOT share data with neighborhoods.

Cameras Shared with VHPD

Liberty Pkwy & Sicard Hollow Rd (x2)
Sicard Hollow Rd & Lake Colony Way
Sicard Hollow Rd & Liberty Park Ln
Overton Rd & Liberty Pkwy
Overton Rd & River Run

Cotswold Dr 
Cotswold Dr North
Cotswold Ln
Miller Hill Way
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Camera Locations
City-owned & neighborhood 
provided cameras:
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• Controlled access
• Audit trails
• Audit Assistance platform launched July 2025
• Limited data retention
• Command level review
• Searches performed for criminal investigations and 

public safety purposes ONLY
• Audited by ACJIC (October 2024 & August 2026) with 

no reported findings of our ALPR system and usage
• VHPD has no known issues of misuse of ALPR data
• VHPD has had zero claims of misuse of law enforcement 

data of any sort for a minimum of 15+ years

Privacy & Accountability
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• VHPD policies are regularly reviewed and strengthened 
to ensure they remain current, effective and responsive 
to evolving needs and best practices
• All employees undergo annual NCIC/ACJIC training and 

recertification per state and federal requirements
•Monthly audits
• Principal of Least Privilege = role-based access controls
• Documented search requirements
• Responsible use

VHPD Training & Data Controls
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Success in Our Community ...
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TOPIC Number of Alerts

Hotlist Alerts 9,405

Wanted Persons 8,564

Sex Offender 820

Stolen License Plate 709

Stolen Vehicles 513

Protection Orders 123

Missing Person 23

Gang or Suspected Terrorist 22

Violent Person 5

Extreme Risk Protection Order 1

Alerts Received
August 2019 - August 2026

15

16



9/3/26

9

17

18



9/3/26

10

19

Arson Investigation
2023
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Continue support and funding of automated license plate 
reader technology with oversight controls and in compliance 
with established requirements.

Recommendation
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