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From Mayor Ashley Culvy

Spring Into Fun!

Vestavia Hills had the pleasure of hosting the Exceptional
Foundation’s Chili Cook-Off at the Urban Center on March 7. This
event is one of the largest and most well-attended charitable gatherings
in the Birmingham metro area, and this year’s celebration certainly lived
up to its reputation! We were honored to welcome so many participants
and supporters. As one of the event’s judges, I can personally attest
that the chili was outstanding, I hope many of you were able to join the
thousands who attended this beloved annual tradition.

Due to renovations at Vestavia Country Club, this year’s Dogwood
Prayer Breakfast will be held at Vestavia Hills Methodist Church on
April 21, 2026. This meaningful event continues to feature speakers

who share powerful stories of perseverance, faith and resilience.

This year’s speaker, Emily Burton, will share her inspiring journey of
recovery from drug addiction. She will reflect on how her faith, the
unwavering support of her family, and the programs and community at
The Lovelady Center played a vital role in transforming her and literally
saved her life. The story of her journey from addiction to recovery is

The program will also include prayers of praise and thanksgiving, as
well as prayers for our young people, our city and our nation and world.

Several other community events are scheduled throughout April. The
Easter Extravaganza at Wald Park and the Bunny Hop Egg Hunt
at Cahaba Heights Park will both take place on April 3. On April 8, the
Dogwood Luncheon and Fashion Show will be held at the Civic
Center beginning at 10 a.m. Additionally, beginning April 10, the
Historical Society will present the Self-Guided Historical Homes
Tour, offering residents a chance to explore the rich history of our
community. For more information on these events, and many others
being offered during this yeat’s Dogwood Festival, visit www.vhal.org/
community/dogwood-festival.

Looking ahead to summer, I Love America Night will be held on
Thursday, June 25, at Wald Park. This long-standing community
tradition is always a fun, family-friendly evening celebrating our nation’s
independence. Festivities include swimming at the Aquatic Complex,
children’s activities, live music and a spectacular fireworks display.

both moving and uplifting, Historically, this has been the highest-attended event in Vestavia Hills,
and we hope you will join us for another memorable celebration.
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Vestavia Hills Receives Official
America 250 Liberty Tree

The Vestavia Hills Historical Society is
pleased to announce that our city has
received an official America 250 Liberty
Tree as part of the nation’s

Semiquincentennial celebration.

Through the Alabama USA

Semiquincentennial Commission

(A250AL), one Legacy Grant is being awarded to each county

in Alabama. This grant provides a 6- to 8-foot Liberty Tree —

a Princeton Elm — along with a commemorative plaque recognizing
its planting in honor of the 250th anniversary of the signing of the

Declaration of Independence.

This exciting opportunity was made possible through the efforts

of Commissioner Mike Bolin and his staff, Danielle Cater and Ethan
Burrow, at the request of Historical Society Vice President Karen
Shallenberg; The tree was collected from American Village in
Montevallo on March 16, 2026, and planted at Altadena Valley

Park, adjacent to the site of the future Veterans Memorial.

The Liberty Tree holds a powerful place in American history. The
original tree, a stately elm in colonial Boston, is believed to have
been planted in 1646 and became a gathering place for eatly patriots
protesting British rule in the years leading up to the Ametican
Revolution. Located near today’s Boston Common, at what is now
the intersection of Washington and Essex Streets, it served as a
rallying point for demonstrations against taxation and other
grievances. Over time, it grew into a lasting symbol of liberty

and unity, inspiring similar “Liberty Trees” across the colonies.

Vestavia Hills is honored to receive Jefferson County’s Liberty Tree
and to take part in this meaningful commemoration. We invite the
community to visit Altadena Valley Park and celebrate this living

symbol of our nation’s enduring spirit of freedom.
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From City Manager Jeff Downes

Strategic Planning

I regularly tell people that we are fortunate in Vestavia Hills to have
exceptionally supportive and talented leadership from our elected
officials. In my conversations with colleagues across Alabama, I am
reminded that this level of engagement and commitment is not always

the norm.

Among the many impressive things our Mayor and City Council do,
one of the most remarkable to me is their willingness to dedicate two
full days each year to strategic planning, That time and effort provide
clear, unified direction for City staff and ensure that we are
implementing the priorities of the community as expressed through
the Mayor and City Council.

In late February, our elected leaders once again came together to
identify initiatives and tasks that will help make our community even
more special than it already is. I often say that their work helps create

the most lovable city.

I encourage you to take a look at the priorities our leadership has set

for the coming year.

Smoke Detectors Save Lives

Smoke detectors are one of the
most important safety devices
in your home and are proven to
save lives when minutes matter.
Smoke is the most common cause
of fire deaths, leading to injuries

long before flames can harm you.

According to the National Fire

Protection Association, more than
1/3 of home fire deaths occur from fires where no smoke detector is
present. Following are a few tips to consider to make sure you get the

most out of your detectors.

¢ Install detectors on every level of your home and outside

each sleeping area.

¢ Test all smoke detectors once a month by pushing the

test button.

* Change the batteries twice per year. It helps most people

to change them when they change their clocks.

* Replace detectors every 10 years.

The Vestavia Hills Fire Department wants you to stay safe in case of
a fire. Make smoke detectors part of your fire safety plan. If your
detectors alarm you, exit the structure as quickly as possible,
shutting the doors behind you, and do not re-enter for any
reason. Having working smoke detectors and a fire safety plan in
place greatly increases the chance of survival in case of a fire inside

your home.



2026 City of Vestavia Hills
STRATEGIC PLAN PRIORITIES & ACTIONS

1. Improve City Aesthetics for Economic Sustainability &
Community Perceptions

Complete Highway 31 right-of-way/gateway beautification
Complete Cahaba Heights gateway improvements

Evaluate and upgrade street and pedestrian lighting options

for residential, interstate and City Center areas

Improve City Infrastructure as a Foundational Element
for Residents

Reduce percentage of “lost streets” to 0% per PCI evaluation
Resurface a minimum of 8 centerline miles annually
Continue implementation of stormwater master plan projects

Focus on collaborative solutions to improve or repair aging
drainage infrastructure along the entirety of Highway 31 and its
adjoining drainage basins

Continue to construct sidewalks according to master plan

priorities, with focus on securing grants to supplement
budgeted funds

Hstablish ordinance to regulate driveway spanners to improve
management of stormwater drainage

Consider implementation of a stormwater management fee
to expedite improvements to public drainage infrastructure
Improve ADA compliant sidewalk networks that connect

to the Library in the Forest and pedestrian bridge

. Continue Improvements to Community Quality

of Life Amenities

Continue feasibility study and preliminary design efforts for
an east side library/civic building utilizing a steering committee

and concurrence from the City Council on next steps

Continue design and construction of a new east side
maintenance facility to be to be located on reclaimed land

at SHAC

Demolish existing maintenance facility to improve safety

at the rear entrance to Liberty Park ballfields and to expand
parking capacity

Explore improvements to Liberty Park ballfields to improve
playability and capacity for user demands

Complete construction of a Veterans Memorial at Altadena
Valley Park

Maintain focus on ensuring equitable distribution of City-

provided amenities for all citizens

Maintain a strong partnership and ongoing investment in
Vestavia Hills City Schools (VHCS), highly prioritizing support
for a performing arts facility and a wrestling facility that will
serve both the City and VHCS

4. Provide a More Efficient & Effective Provision of
City Services

e Embrace a culture of innovation throughout City operations

e Tfully implement an asset management system

e Commence construction of an I'T disaster recovery site in
coordination with the “Plan for Growth”

¢ Continue investment in training to develop internal job

skill sets that allow for cost-effective project implementation

5. Continue to Prioritize a Safe Community Experience

e Commence construction of a renovated and enlarged fire
station in Liberty Park and onboard new employees for
enhanced fire service

e Tinalize design and commence construction for an east side
police facility to be located on reclaimed land at SHAC

¢ Continue expanding the use of technology and strategic
policing of our City parks to ensure safe user experiences

e Establish legally-enforceable regulations and a potential
moratorium on the sale of edible products containing

psychoactive THC

e Publicize a micro-mobility guide and implement enforcement/

educational strategies to improve safety

6. Act as Good Stewards of Taxpayer Resources
e Adhere to established financial policies

e Continue trade area economic development strategies that

will sustain the quality of businesses, shops and restaurants
¢ Evaluate and consider implementation of a new financial
(ERP) system
¢ Continue focus on the redevelopment and revitalization

of Highway 31 South with a focus on hospitality options

7. Provide Consistent Exceptional Customer Service

e Continue delivery of “Service Stars” customer service
modules and other training programs
¢ Continue human resource strategies that will sustain

a positive organizational culture
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VHCS + City of Vestavia Hills: Supporting Shared Spaces

The City of Vestavia Hills continues to support Vestavia Hills City
Schools through our Shared Spaces Agreement. This partnership,
originally enacted in 2024, provides the school system with financial
support from the City of Vestavia Hills to upgrade school spaces

which are also used by the City’s various programs.

This year, the Shared Spaces Agreement supported improvement
projects at Vestavia Hills Elementary Dolly Ridge and Vestavia Hills
High School. In the coming months, we will replace gym floors at
four elementary schools (East, West, Dolly Ridge and Liberty Park)
as well as Louis Pizitz Middle School, ensuring students in PE. and

recreational activities have safe, durable surfaces for regular use.

Vestavia Hills City Schools would like to express its appreciation to
the City of Vestavia Hills for their partnership through the Shared
Spaces Agreement and for their ongoing support of our students

and families.

First & Best: How VHCS Is Improving

Communication with Families

Family and community partnerships at Vestavia Hills City Schools

are built on trust and a shared commitment to an exceptional student
experience. We value meaningful relationships with parents, volunteer
organizations, businesses and community leaders — relationships
strengthened through clear communication, opportunities for
feedback and mutual support. This foundation guides our strategic

partnerships and aligns with our mission, goals and shared values.

This year, the school system has placed increased emphasis on

communication with families and the community. Our vision is to be

15
=

SRV

Parking & Accessibility Improvements
Vestavia Hills Elementary Dolly Ridge
. B

PL2)
&)
>

|
|l
| e
[ | Ha |2

I | |

| |

ja | -2/ “-310 | -alo [ slo | 4o |
I ‘ it

- | B |
Stadium Improvements
Vestavia Hills High School

=

Waggoner Family Fieldhouse
Vestavia Hills High School

the first and best source of information about our schools. To that end, we have implemented a comprehensive communication plan to enhance

the flow of information between schools, parents and residents throughout Vestavia Hills. The Board of Education has invested in two key

improvements: ParentSquare and school-based communication liaisons.

ParentSquare gives students, parents and employees a single, unified platform for school-home communication — a first in the school system’s

history. Families can now connect via phone, email, text or mobile app, with far fewer places to check for information about classes, programs and

schools. Since the start of the 2025-26 school year, more than 11,000 posts and 125,000 direct messages have been shared through the platform.

Each school also has a communication liaison supporting the Office of Communications. These are teachers and staff already embedded in their

school’s culture who help publicize and celebrate each school’s work to a broader audience. Their content was viewed more than 6 million times in

the first semester alone.

These improvements in communication would not have been possible without the feedback of you, our Vestavia Hills community. We appreciate

your support of our communications efforts both within and outside of the school system.
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Career Tech, Dual Enroliment & AP:
Opening Doors to the Future

Throughout Vestavia Hills City Schools, students are gaining new
and enhanced opportunities for learning they can carry into their

college and career lives.

Vestavia Hills City Schools offers an array of opportunities for
high school students to pursue both college and career readiness
through robust Career and Technical Education (CTE) and Dual
Enrollment programs. CTE offers students in grades 7-12 seven
distinct pathways and more than 20 courses — ranging from
Engineering and Health Sciences to Entertainment & Media and
Business Information Technology — giving students hands-on,
industry-aligned experience and credentials before they ever leave
campus. The results are measurable: CTE participation at VHHS
has grown from less than half of the student body six years ago

to more than 3 of every 4 students this year.

Dual Enrollment

ntin 11
230/ continues to grow as
o well, with students now

Enrollment increase in

Advanced Placement courses* carning COHege credit

through partnerships
4 5 % with Jefferson State
Enrollment increase in Community College,
Dual Enrollment courses*
UA Early College,
3 of 4 StUdentS Auburn First, Troy
in 6™ - 12 grades taking at least University, UAB and

one Career & Technical Education course
Lawson State. Face-to-
*Since the 20719-20 school year
face dual enrollment

instruction is available
on campus through Jefferson State, currently in Math and English,
with Dual Biology and Dual US History courses approved and
under exploration. Student participation in Dual Enrollment has
nearly doubled over the same six-year period, with enrollment

now approaching 590 students.

Advanced Placement offers a third pathway, with 26 college-level
courses available this year across English, Math, Science, Social
Studies, Fine Arts, World Language and CTE — and an
impressive 81% of VHHS AP students earning college-credit

scores in 2025.

These three programs are designed not as competing tracks but

as complementary pathways toward the same destination: college
and career readiness. Whether a student pursues hands-on industry
credentials through CTE, college credit through Dual Enrollment
or rigorous academic preparation through AP, VHCS is
committed to ensuring every student has a meaningful and

personalized path forward.

A

in the Storm Drain!
What happens when debiis enters: st duains?

It is ILLEGAL! Violators who put leaves, clippings or other

materials in t
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Vestavia Hills
City Schools

View Our Annual Report at
www.vhcs.us/reports

he storm drains are subject to fines or,

when warranted, additional enforcement by the City. .:_

Clogged storm drains may result in flooding,
creating safety hazards and causing property damage.

Rotting leaves cause algae blooms in water bodies,

harming plants

Debri
a breedin

and animals and reducing water quality.

s clogging storm drains can be
g ground for rodents and insects.

Cleaning out clogged storm drains

—

costs taxpayers money!

— T T
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**SUMMER 2026 POOL MEMBERSHIPS
AVAILABLE NOW!I**

Visit http://bit.ly/VH-poolpass to register and
purchase online:
o 385 individual (0-54yo)
o 340 senior adult (55+)
o $330 family (4+ family members; families of 3
or less should purchase individual memberships)
o $10 guest pass
o %15 day pass for residents who are not members
o 565 caregiver pass* (for nannies/caregivers of VH
resident(s) with a VHAC family membership)
Residents may purchase a Civic Center COMBO PASS,
but it must be done IN PERSON at the Civic Center. For
more details, call 205.978.0166.

* Caregiver pass enables residents with a family
membership to purchase a pass for 15 visits to the
VHAC for $65. Pass must be purchased in person
at the Civic Center.

YOUTH SPORTS REGISTRATION

>To register for Rec Sports Programs,
visit https:/bit.ly/vhpr-registration.

Basketball: Register May 4-29. Fees: $75

Volleyball: Register May 4-July 29. Fees: $150
(resident)/$200 (non-resident)

Flag Football (Boys): Register May 4-July 24.
Fees: $135

Flag Football (Girls): Register June 1-July24.
Fees: TBD

NEW PROGRAMS & SUMMER CAMPS

Masters Games Practice Sessions: Tuesdays,
8:30am & Thursdays — 10am. Join practice sessions
to prepare for the qualifying District Masters Games
in July; try out Masters Games activities, build your
confidence and enjoy friendly competition in a
welcoming setting. For ages 55+.

For more information, call 205.978.0166 or visit www.vhparksandrec.com

Summer Art Camps: June 8-12; June 15-19; July
6-10; July 13-17 — 8:30am-12pm daily. Campers will
explore painting, drawing and crafts in a supportive
and inspiring environment. Drop-off available from
8-8:30am. Snacks & water provided. For ages 6-12.
Cost: $185 per camper. Space is limited — register
today at https://bit.ly/4qLOKT3.

Creative Writing Camp: June 15-19 — 8:30am-
12pm daily. Small group writing workshops to create
amini-memoir, a fictional short story and a small
collection of poetry. Drop-off available from 8-8:30am.
Snacks & water provided. For ages 9-13. Cost: $185 per
camper. Space is limited — register today at https://bit.
ly/4qLOKT3.

SENIOR PROGRAMMING

Trips: REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Contact Sandi
Wilson to register for the Senior Trips (205.978.0166;
swilson@vhal.org).

Southeastern Indian Festival: April 2 — 7am.
Enjoy a day trip to Atmore to enjoy a visit to the
vibrant Southeastern Indian Festival, featuring rich
cultural traditions, music, crafts and food. Depart
from the Civic Center; transportation provided.

Magic of Marble Festival: April 16 — 7:30am.
Enjoy a day trip to Sylacauga for the Magic of
Marble Festival! Discover the history and artistry
of marble through a variety of on-site tours and
viewing opportunities throughout the day. Depart
from the Civic Center; transportation provided.

ASO Coffee Concert: Heart of a New World:
May 1 - 9am. Enjoy a trip to the Alys Stephens
(enter to see the Alabama Symphony Orchestra
perform “Heart of a New World,” followed by lunch
at Paw Paw Patch. Depart from the Civic Center;
transportation provided.

Sugar Hill U-Pick Farms: May 15 — 9:30am.
Enjoy a day trip to Sugar Hill U-Pick Farms in
Verbena — pick strawberries and tour the farm
before eating lunch at a local restaurant! Departure
from the Civic Center; transportation provided.

American Village: June 18 — 8:45am. Enjoy

an informational day trip to American Village in
Montevallo, where we will have a guided tour
before eating lunch at a local restaurant! Departure
from the Civic Center; transportation provided.

Activities:

Bingocize: April 9, 16, 21,30; May 7, 12, 21,

28 - 10:30am. Bingocize is a 10-week program

at New Merkel House that combines exercise and
health information with the familiar game of Bingo.
Each session usually lasts 45-60 minutes.

Birthday & Bingo: April 27; May 18; June 29 —
11am. Celebrate monthly birthdays at New Merkel
House — enjoy delicious cake, warm company and
plenty of fun with spirited bingo games.

Crochet Nook: April 2, 16, 30; May 7 & 21; June
4 & 18 - 10:30am. Love fiber arts? Bring your
current projects or come to New Merkel House for
inspiration from our volunteer instructor, Ms. Myra.
All skill levels are welcome, from beginners to
advanced crocheters.

Discover Japan: Art & Traditions: May 14

& June 17 — 10:30am. Experience the beauty
and traditions of Japan through hands-on art

and engaging activities at New Merkel House.
Participants will learn about elements of Japanese
culture while creating simple art projects and
enjoying a fun, interactive atmosphere.

Earth Day Celebration: April 22 - 10am.
Celebrate Earth Day at the New Merkel House with
a fun and meaningful gathering focused on caring
for our planet. Enjoy light activities, themed treats
and simple ways we can all make a positive impact
on the environment starting in our community.

Senior Citizen Association Luncheons: April 13;
May 11; June 8 — 12pm. Bring your friends for a
delicious lunch and afternoon of fun and fellowship
at the Civic Center! Must register no later than 7
days prior to luncheon — call 205.978.0166.

Vision Screening: June 10 — 9am. Come by
New Merkel House for a FREE vision screening
sponsored by UAB.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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JOIN US FOR FOOD & FELLOWSHIP!

35th Annual

DOGWOOD
PRAYER BREAKFAST

Staying Safe on Scooters &

Electric Bikes

Aveid Dany Roads

Wet roads will make the small tires lose traction
faster than a vehicle would. Avoid riding on damp
roads or during a rainstorm.

Get your tickets today for this year’s
Dogwood Prayer Breakfast! |

Stay Off Sidewalks
Sidewalks are intended for pedestrians and pets
only. Therefore, scooters and bikes not allowed

|

on City sidewalks.
.. And vads
2061 Kentucky Avenue A BW R
When riding in the street, you’re going to be
Hear the powerful testimony mingling with vehicles much larger and faster
of God's faithfulness through the than you. If there is a bike lane, stay in it. If you

are passing a row of parked cars, be careful of
any driver who may be opening their car door or
backing out of a parking space.

tri ribulations and joys
is year 's speaker, -

Tickets are $30 each and fast! Watch Out for Grates
To purchase, visit www.v i ‘
or call 205.823.5

Unlike cars that can ride over sewer grates with

- ease, electric bikes and scooters have smaller

) tires that can get caught in the spaces. If it gets
caught, you could very well end up flying over the
handlebars!

Wear a Helmet

Invest in a good helmet, keep it with your scooter
ot bike and wear it every time you ride! Be sure to
wear shoes too!

Stay Aware

As always, stay aware of your surroundings;
put your phone in your pocket and don’t wear
earbuds. Practice the art of watching the ground

in front of you while looking ahead of you ... It’s

Kickoff B

Because Alabama law classifies electric bikes and

scooters as motor vehicles, the following laws apply:

5 * Scooters may not be ridden on sidewalks.

* Riding on public street requires a tag and a valid
driver’s license (typically a Class M).

* Riders must wear both a helmet and shoes.

* The scooter must have functioning brakes.

Wald Park

* If you're riding on the street, all traffic laws apply.

"O .

Parents: Note that the law holds parents responsible if minors
operate scooters without proper safety gear or in violation of
traffic laws.
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The Vestavia Hills Dogwood Festival celebrates
all of the incredible things Vestavia Hills has to offer!

THERE 1S SoMETHING For EVERYONE
PuUrRING THE PocwooD FESTWVAL/

— Ayl

3: Easter Extravaganza,
11am, Wald Park

3: Bunny Hop Egg Hunt,
2pm, (ahaba Heights Park

4: Hunt the Hills,
Various Business Districts Citywide

4: Battle of the Bands,
5pm, Rocky Ridge Business District

5: Spring Yard Judging Concludes
5: Historical Society Self-Guided Home Tour Concludes

8: Dogwood Luncheon & Fashion Show,
10am, VH Civic Center

11: Cookie Fix Cookie Crusher 5K/10K,
7:45am, The Heights Village

11: RISE Day,
3pm, VHHS

14: Chamber of Commerce Luncheon,
11:30am, Old Overton Club

18: Teen Art Market,
Tpm, Library in the Forest

20: Historical Society Presentation: Craigger Brown,
2pm, Vestavia Hills City Hall

21: Dogwood Prayer Breakfast,
7am, Vestavia Hills Methodist Church

25: Wing Ding,
4pm, VH City Hall Lawn

26: Heights Hangout,
2pm, The Heights Village

Connect on social!
GvuooéquFEs‘TuvAL vu__Dosqu__FKT'VAL

‘i' or visit

:-E%E SCAN For DETAILED EVENT 1NFo
P

ﬁ A https://bit.ly/Dogwood_Fest

=l

presents

Guest Speaker: Sculptor Craigger Brown
Monday, April 20 at 2pm - Vestavia Hills City Hall

Marble sculptor, Craigger Brown, spent years studying abroad
and developing as an artist. For decades, he divided his time
between Italy and Birmingham, but now works with Alabama’s
State stone — Sylacauga marble. His work can be found in
corporate and private collections on five of seven continents.
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EASTER
EGESTRAVAGANZA

11 am - 1 pm « Wald Park

BUNNY HOP

2pm-4pm

Fox Field in Cahaba Heights

Vestavia Hills Library




