
 
“New Beginnings” Photography Contest 

The City of Vestavia Hills invites you to capture the excitement and beauty of Vestavia Hills Parks & Recreation – 
however you may interpret it – in a photo submission to a competition celebrating the grand opening of the new 
Vestavia Hills Civic Center. In addition to cash prizes, winning submissions may be displayed within the Civic 
Center or in other City of Vestavia Hills municipal buildings. 

Timeframe. All images must have been taken within the 
Vestavia Hills City limits between January 1, 2018 and the 
submission deadline of March 10, 2022 at 2:00pm CST. 
The submission description should include the location 
and approximate date, e.g. Thuss Farm, Spring 2021. 

Subjects. Subjects may be anything which the 
photographer feels may extol the excitement and beauty of 
Vestavia Hills Parks and Recreation. Compositions 
showing close up images of children or other vulnerable 
populations must include a release from the guardian (and 
subject, where applicable). See Photo Release included in 
this document. Images containing nudity or distasteful or 
offensive images will not be accepted. 

Alterations. Photographers are free to make any 
alterations to enhance or interpret their subjects as long as 
the final product meets technical specifications (see 
below). 

Interpretation (optional). Photographers may provide  
a brief paragraph offering interpretation or significance  
of the image submitted. 

Divisions & Prizes. Prizes will be awarded in the 
following five divisions: 

• Professional* – $300 
• Amateur – $150 
• Student – $50 
• Still Life (inanimate objects: parks, streams, etc.) – $50 
• Active Life (people, animals, etc.) – $50 

*Professional division entrants in need of assistance from 
the City to facilitate access for unique vantage points may 
contact Parks and Recreation at 205.978.0153 no later  
than 15 days prior to the submission deadline; however,  
no guarantee is made that the requested access may  
be secured.



Submission Specifications. All entries must be in JPEG 
format, should not exceed 5MB* and must be submitted 
electronically. Entries may be submitted online at 
https://vhal.org/pr-events. Images and required forms 
may also be submitted in person on an external storage 
device (USB) to Vestavia Hills City Hall – Administration, 
1032 Montgomery Highway, Vestavia Hills, AL 35216.  
See Entry Form included in this document.  

Each entry (limit three per photographer) must be 
submitted individually; entry forms may not be combined 
if submitting multiple images. File names should reflect the 
location of the photo, e.g., Thuss Path.jpg. 

Be sure to allow time for submissions to be received; the 
City is not responsible for submissions not received by the 
deadline. Entrants having issues submitting electronically 
should call 205.978.0153 before 2:00pm CST on March  
10, 2022. 

*A higher resolution image will be required for all winning entries. 

Criteria. The primary criterion for all divisions is how well 
the submitted image(s) reflect the excitement and beauty 
of Vestavia Hills Parks and Recreation. Entries to 
the Professional division will be judged based on this 
criteria, as well as the following: 

• Should the rule of thirds apply? 
• Are there distracting highlights or bright spots? 
 

• Is the depth of field appropriate? 
• Is the composition/image too busy; does it have 
distractions? 

Eligibility & Fees. This contest is open to the public. 
Artists may submit entries in multiple divisions, but no 
more than three total submissions will be accepted. 
Submission entry is FREE. 

Ownership, Rights & Uses. Any photographs submitted 
may be used by the City of Vestavia Hills for publication, 
promotion, any form of advertising or in its education 
programs. The contestant retains full ownership for any 
other use. The City may print to its chosen dimensions any 
of the submitted images to include in its local art gallery; at 
the City’s option, artists featured in the gallery may place a 
price on the framed piece (net price will be less the City’s 
cost for frame and matting). Submissions must be original 
entries, no other entity may have ownership or rights to 
the image. 

Promotion. Photographers/owners of winning images 
agree to participate in any promotion, news release or 
advertising requested by the City of Vestavia Hills. 

Judges. The judge’s panel includes highly accomplished 
photographers George Ritchey, Dr. Steven M. Grunfeld 
and Lindsay N. Donald, along with Mayor Ashley Curry, 
City Manager Jeff Downes, Public Works Director Brian 
Davis and Vestavia Hills Beautification Board member 
Linda Wood.  

 

These rules, along with the required submission form and/or photo release form, are also available on the City website at 
https://vhal.org/pr-events. You may download the PDF of this packet or submit your entry via this web page. For more 
information, contact Melinda Burnett in Vestavia Hills Parks and Recreation (205.978.0153; mburnett@vhal.org).  

  



 

“New Beginnings” Photography Contest Panel of Judges 

The 2022 Vestavia Hills Parks and Recreation Photography Contest judge’s panel includes highly accomplished photographers 
George Ritchey, Dr. Steven M. Grunfeld and Lindsay N. Donald, along with Mayor Ashley Curry, City Manager Jeff Downes, 
Public Works Director Brian Davis and Vestavia Hills Beautification Board member Linda Wood. 

Ashley Curry is a 30 year resident of Vestavia Hills and the current Mayor of the City of Vestavia Hills. After obtaining an 
MBA degree from the University of South Carolina, he joined the FBI as a Special Agent in 1978 and was assigned to the 
Tampa field office. In 1980 he was transferred to Birmingham where he remained until his retirement in 2003. After the 
Bureau, he became the Assistant Federal Security Director for Law Enforcement with the newly-created U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, specifically the Transportation Security Administration and was assigned to the Birmingham International 
Airport. In 2005, he left law enforcement and moved back into the corporate arena as the corporate recruiter for EBSCO 
Industries. In this capacity, he handled the recruitment of executive level positions within the company’s 30 different business 
units. He retired from EBSCO in 2014. 

Lindsay Donald is an award-winning wildlife photographer. Originally from Scotland, he has a degree in zoology and animal 
behavior from the University of Hull in the United Kingdom. Lindsay started taking photographs to illustrate animal behavior 
for a research project in the late 1970s. He worked in the 1980s as a photojournalist in England for provincial newspapers and 
for an upscale wedding portrait studio. Since then, he has traveled all over the United States and the world in search of 
amazing wildlife images, making frequent visits to Africa, including Botswana, South Africa, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Zambia. 
Lindsay has also taught wildlife photography techniques at the Birmingham Zoo. 

Jeff Downes became the city manager for Vestavia Hills in July 2013 after retiring from the City of Montgomery, Alabama, 
where he spent the last decade of his 26-year career there as an executive level leader and carried the title of deputy mayor. He 
possesses a wealth of experience and understanding of municipal government and is especially adept at connecting people to 
promote community and economic growth. He espouses New Urbanist philosophy for creating quality living spaces in urban 
development, and economic development is a primary focus of his efforts in Vestavia Hills. Upon engagement as Vestavia 
Hills’ city manager in 2013, Mr. Downes quickly established a dynamic of cooperation that lead to movement on a number of 
projects that had been slow to progress. His leadership and facilitation have overcome challenging obstacles and have gained 
critical support for many efforts including the Community Spaces Plan and preceding recreational facilities improvements, 
development projects in areas throughout the city’s geography, and investments in infrastructure improvements. Within the 
City of Vestavia Hills organization, he has overseen the restructuring of several departments and strengthened the value of its 
vendor relationships through increased partnership and innovative programs. He has embraced technology and social media as 
tools to build consensus in the community and enhance City services to the public. 

Dr. Steven M. Grunfield is a retired podiatrist living in Birmingham, AL. Steve has been interested in photography for over 
60 years. A native of Rochester, New York, Steve grew up with photography as a major force in his early life. “I feel 
photography allows me to express my perceptions of the world around me. I enjoy going to interesting places and bringing 
home mementos of the experience with photography.” Through his interest in photography, Steve has traveled to Africa, 
Europe, Cuba, Central and South America and across the United States. Photography has further led Steve to delve in depth 
and to apply computer technology to perfect his photos. 

George Ritchey has been serious about his photography for more than 35 years. This interest dates from his days studying 
visual production during the completion of his masters degree at LSU. His early passion was with wildlife and nature coupled 
with his need to promote his employment supporting the educational community. Ritchey’s work in photography has taken 
him to 30 different foreign venues both as an instructor and for image capture to add to his stock inventory. Images from his 
collection have won numerous juried competitions. Over 300 publications have used his work. The Atlanta Journal 
Constitution and the Birmingham News have both written feature articles on his photo activity. 



 
 

“New Beginnings” Photography Contest Entry Form 
 
Photo Information 

Division: q Professional q Adult q Student q Still Life q Active Life 

Image Title:  _________________________________________________________________________  

File Name (i.e. photo.jpg):  ________________________________________________________________  

Location of Image:  ____________________________________________________________________  

Date of Image Capture:  ________________________________________________________________  

Interpretation (Optional: Photographers may provide a brief paragraph offering interpretation or significance of the submission):   

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Photographer Information 

Photographer Name:  __________________________________________________________________  

Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Phone:  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Consent 

I understand that by submitting this photograph I hereby agree to the rules and terms of the contest as set forth by 

the City of Vestavia Hills. 

 

I have read, understand and agree to the above.  

Print Name:  _________________________________________________________________________  

Signature:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Date:  __________________________________________  



 
 

“New Beginnings” Photography Contest Photo Release 
 
I, _____________________________________________, hereby as legal guardian give my consent 

to _____________________________________________ to photograph, film or videotape and then  

use, reproduce and publish the following images of me and/or my child(ren): 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

If you are not the legal guardian, who may be contacted to grant permission to use the image?  

Print Name  _________________________________________________________________________  

Phone  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Email  ______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Image Description 

Date  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Location  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Other pertinent information  _____________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Consent 

This release is required for the image described above to be included as a submission to the Vestavia Hills Parks  
and Recreation 2022 “New Beginnings” photography contest. As a submission to the contest, this image may  
be used by the City of Vestavia Hills for publication, promotion, advertising or in its education programs. The 
contestant retains full ownership for any other use. Additionally, these photographs may be used in any manner  
the photographer sees fit, with or without identification of the subjects. 
 

I have read, understand and agree to the above.  

Print Name  _________________________________________________________________________  

Signature  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Email  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Address  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Phone  __________________________________________  Date  ______________________________  
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